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WILLIAM ROBERTSON, D.D.. 


Prixcrpatotthe UNIVERSITY 


ofr EDINBURGH, 


WE are fenfible that, by prefixing your 
namé to a work of this nature, we can add no- 
thing to your reputation, which already ftands 
upon # more firm, and more honourable bafis 
than the panegyric of Dedication. The fame 
= which you have juilly acquired by your own 
writings is fuperior to that which can arife from 
patronizing thofe of others. But, although, in 

this point of view, our addrefs be unneceflary, | 

we hope it will not be unacceptable. 


Placed at the head of a celebrated School of 


Medicine ; attentive to every circumflance which 
A> can 
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can promote its intereft ; and anxious to em- 
brace even the flighteft opportunity of forward- 
ing every fcheme which has a tendency to im- 

prove any branch of {cience ; without folicita- 
ticn on our part, you have honoured us with 
your cpinion, upon many particulars, refpecting 
the conduct of this undertaking. In fome 
things we have already followed your advice 
with fuccefs 5 and we truft that a ftriét obfervance 
of it in others, will hereafter be attended with 
the fame effet. Permit us then to embrace this 
opportunity of publicly acknowledging thefe ob- 
ligations, and of returning you our fincere 
thanks. 


We are, with due refpedct, 


And high efleem, 


Your obedient Servants, 
Evin. Jan. 12. 


1773: The AUTHORS. 
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INTHROSUCTION: 


"Eprctne has long been cultivated with af- 
fiduity and attention, but is ftill capable 

of farther improvement. Attentive obfervation, 
and the colleétion of ufeful faéts, are the means 
by which this end may be moft readily obtain- 
ed. In no age, fince the revival of learning, 
does greater regard feem to have been paid to 
thefe particulars, than in the prefcnt. From the 
liberal fpirit of inquiry which univerfally prevails, 
it is not furprifing that fearce a day fhould pafs 


without fomething being communicated to the 
public as a difcovery or an improvement in me- 


dicine. It is, however, to be regreted, that the 


information which can by this means be acqui- 
red, is fcattered through a great number of vo- 


-lumes, many of which are fo: expenfive, that 


they can be purchafed for the libraries of public 
focieties only, or oi very wealthy individuals, 
Hence, a complete view of all the improvements 
which are daily made or propofed in medicine, 


cannot be obtained without much expence and 


great labour. 
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6 INTRODUCTION. 


No one, who wifhes to practife medicine, cither 


with fafety to others, cr credit to himfelf, will iu-— 


cline to remain ignorant of any difcovery which 
time er attention has brought to light. But it 
is well known thatthe greateft part of thofe who 
are engaged in the actual proiccution of this 
art, have neither leifure nor opportunity for very 
extenfive reading. Any expedient, thercfore, 
which would ferve to communicate new difcove- 
ries, without theneceflity of cxamining a great 
variety Of books, muft have fome iffluence in 
forwarding the improvement of the medical 
art. 


Different periodical publications, intended as 


the annals of literature in general, are regularly. 


publifhed in thisifland. Vhefe literary journals 
contain an account of new books in medicine, 
as well asof thofe in other arts and {ciences. They 
will, therefore, in fome degree, anfwer the end 
here propofed. Butthey confift principaily oi cha- 


ractcrs of books ; to prove the juftice of which, 


excerpts from the books themfelves are fometimes. 


introduced. It is therefore evident that they can 
ferve only to enable thofe who have leifure for 
reading to iclect the moft ufeful publications. 


A fcheme 
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INTRODUG 


A fcheme, better calculated for faving time in 
reading, and expence in purcnafing books, is a 
concife view of the books themfelves. {¢ can- 


not mdeed be alledged, that, from this or any 


other plan, the faine advantages will be optum- 
ed as trom a careful perufal of original works. 
But, by this means, thofe who have not leilure 
tor extenfive reading, may eafily become ac- 


quainted with every thing propofed as a difco- 


very in medicine, and with the principal argu- 
ments by which it is fupported ; while thofe wio 
have, will thus be enabled to fele& fuch authors 


as they theinfelves imagine belt deferve atten- 


tion. 


About twenty years ago, an undertaking of 
this kind was begun. at Leipfic. This well 


known and valuable publicaticn, which is inti- 


tled, Ccmmentarii de Rebus in Scientia Natural 
et Zagdicina geftis, is {till regularly continued, 


and may be fuppofed to fuperfede any fimilar. 


But, the diftance of the, authors -of that work 
from this ifland, and the number of publications 
on the Contine nt of Europe, are probably the 
reafons why they. take. notice of few Britith 
books, and. of theic even not till many years after 


attempt with regard to. medical publications. 
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9 INTRODUCTION. 


they have been publifhed.  Befides this, from 
their extenfive plan, they can take in but few 
books at a time ; thus their account even of 


German books is in general very late. It may 


farther be added, that thefe Commentarics are 
feldom to be met with in this country, till a con- 
fiderable time after they have becn publifhed. It 
is evident, thercfore, that they do not anfwer all 
the purpoies which might be cxpeéted from fuch 
a fcheme ; and that they are of lefs fervice to the 


medical people in the Britifh dominions than in 


other countries. 
From thefe confidcrations we have been induced 
to undertake a fimilar publication in this coun- 


try, which we propofe to execute on the follow- 
ing plan. It will form annually one volume in 


octavo, confilting of four. parts, one of which 


will be publifhed quarterly. © Every part will 
comprehend tour fectiens, treating of the follow- 
ing dubects : An account of the belt new books 


in and thoic branches of philofophy 


intimately connected with it ; niedical ca- 
and observations medical news; and a lift 


of new medical publications. 


The account of new books, which is intended 


as the anne of the firft fection, will be the prin- 
cipal 
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INTRODUCTION. 


cipal part of this work. In this fection, we pro’ 
pofe to give a fummary view of all the beft me- 
dical books, and of ail the remarkable medical 
papers contained in the tranfactions of public fo- 
cieties, a» foon after thefe publications fhall ap- 
pear, as the nature of the work here propofed 


will allow. We will particularly endeavour to lay 


before our readers every thing which is propo- 
ied as a difcovery or an improvement in any branch 
of medicine, but efpecially in practice. As it is 
not our intention to offer any opinion with regard 
to che general characters of books, we fhall, ON 
every occafion avoid, as much as poffible, either 


applauding or condemning any author. Our 


chief aim will be, to give fuch a view of books 
as may enable every reader to judge for himfelf, 


The fecond fection is intended for medical ob- 
fervations. Although feveral collections of me- 
dical eflays are at times publifhed by refpectable 
focieties in Britain, yet it may with confidcuce 
be affirmed, that many practical remarks, which 


would tend much to the improvement of medi- 


cine, are loft, from the want of a proper channel 
by which they can be fpeedily communicated to 
the public. To remedy this inconvenience, we 
propofe to admit into this publication, any medi- 
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19 INTRODUCTION, 


cal or plilofopbical obfervations which can be. 


contained ina fina'l compals. With this view, 


we invite all attentive and candid practitioners to 
communicate to us any particulars, which, altho’, 
from their brevity, they may fearce feem to claim 
2 place in larger. coil Sion, would tend to the 
improvement of medicine. We would not be 
underftood to promife, that every thing tranfmit- 
ted to us fhail be pubiihed. But, it is by no 
means our intention to reject obfervations, mere- 
ly becaufe they may di ffer from our own opl- 
nions. We are not ignorant that candour and 
boccaulty of fentiment are the omy means by 
which we can fecure an extenfive or ufeful cor- 
ipondence. 
The fubject we propote for the third is 
xedical news. Under this article we mean to 
give a fhort account of intended publications, 
and or any improvement made, or propofed in 
medicine, which, although not publifhed, may 
have been the fubjcct of converfation. To this 
we fhall fubjoin accounts of Icarned men and 
focieties, and any otier articles of medical in- 
tcliigence which we imagine will be acceptable 
to our readers. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


‘The laf feGion will confift of a lift of new 


medical books. As the firlt fection is meant to 
be confined entirely to thofe Looks which have 


either utility or novelty to recommend them, it 
- 4 may be concluded that no notice will there be 
taken. of many new publications. But, for the 
fatisfaction of thofe who may be deprived of o- 
ther methods of information, in the end of each 
& part, will be given a liftof the medical books 


7 — publifhed, both in this and other countries, du- 


ring the three preceeding months. We cannot, 
indeed, pretend that this lilt will in any cafe be 


7 a complete one ; but it will be our endeavour | - 
to rendcr it as much {fo as our fituation will al- 


* . low ; and we are hopeful we thall be able to’ 
obtain intelligence of every material book. 


Having pointed out the intention and plan of 
this périodical work, we imagine it unneceflary 
to adduce any farther reafons ior its appear- 
ance. If it cannot apologife for itfelf, all that we 
could fay in its favour would be inefic&ual. 
From the nature of the work we have underta- 
-ken, we can lay claim to no great merit ; and 
we arc hopeful, we fhall aiford no foundation 


for very fevere cenfure. We efeem it, there- 
fore 
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12 INTRODUCTION. 


fore, lefs neceffary to folicite the indulgence than 


the affiftance of our readers. All medical papers, 
whether we afterwards ufe them or not, will be 


thankfully received, and properly acknowledged. 


Thofe who incline to favour us with any materi- 


als, may tranfinit them to the bookfellers for 
whom this work is publifhed; or to Dr Andrew 


Duncan phyfician in Edinburgh, who is fecretas 


ty to our Socicty. 


MEDICAL 


| 
* 
‘ 
e 
. 
4 
i 
> 
| 
? 
| 
3 
| 


— 


“wen Ye 


AND 


PHILOSOFHICA 


COMMENTARIES. 


An Account of Books. 


I, 


A Treatife on the Puerperal Fever, by Nathaniel | 
Hulme, M. D. Phyfician in ordinary to the 
City of London Lying-in Hefpital, and to the 
General Difpenfary fer relief of the Poor. 8vo, 


London. 


/_ 


HE puerperal fever is a difeafe very fatal to 


lying-in women. In the treatife now before 
us, Dr Hulme undertakes to reprefent the nature 


and caufe of this difeafe in a new point of view 3; 
to illuftrate his opinion by diffeGtions ; and to ~~ 
point out a rational method of cure, which has 
already been confirmed by his own experience. — 


Our 
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Our author fets out with a defcription of this 
difeafe. After giving a full detail of the fymptoms 
which attend it in its mofl fimple ftate, he ob- 
ferves, that it may be complicated with any dii- 
order under which the patient might labour at 
the time of child-birth. But the difeafes with 
which it is moft frequently complicated arc, 


phthifis pulmonalis, and peripneumony. 1g. 


likewife, on fome-eccafions, joined with the m- 


liary fever ; but he affirms that thefe two difea-. 


fes are, in their nature, totally unconnected and 
that, when this combination does happen,-it is 


to be afcribed to an over-heated room, warm re- | 


mimen, or heating cordials. Upon the whole, 
from the hiftory of the puerperal fever, he con- 
cludes, that it is a difeafe of a nature peculiar 
to itfelf; that it is for the moft part as fimple 
and regular in its appearance as any diforder in- 
cident to the human body ; and that it may in ge- 
neral be diftinguifhed by the following pathogno- 


monic fymptoms ; an acute pain and great fore- 
nefs over the lower part of the abdomen, attend- 


ed with a fever, and commonly a pain in the 
fore-head happening foon after delivery. 


‘The difeafes with which it has the greateit 


chance of being confounded are, After-pains ; 
the 
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COMMENTARIES. 1s 


the milk-fever ; the miliary fever ; the iliac paffion; 
the flatulent cholic; an inilammation of the ute- 
rus; andthe cholera morbus. But, from all 
thefe, our author thinks it may readily be diftin 
guifhed by the fymptoms already mentioned as 
characterifing it, and by the ciagnoftic marks of 
thefe difcatcs. 

After the hiftory, our author next gives the 
promnoftics in this difeafe. Me obferves, that 
nurfes, who are in a great meafure ignorant of 
fuch a difeafe as this being incident to lying-in- | 
women, fhould be taught to dread the name of oF 
puerperal fever, as much as they would dread.the 
name of peltilence or plague, 


According to Dr Hulme, much is to be learn- 
ed from the ftate of the pulfe, particularly with 
refpect to number. If, from a hundred and. 


twenty-eight or thirty, it become for fome days 
gradually flower, it may be eiteemed one of the 


beit figns; but, if it continue uniformly high, 
quicker, or even be found changeable, it threa- 
tens danger, and fhould always create fufpicion. 
Nay, although the difeafe fhould feem in other 
refpects to be gone, yet, if the pulfe continue 
quick, a relapfe is always to be feared. A diar- 
rhoea, followed by a flower pulfe, prognofticates 
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fafety ; but, if it have not this effect, it is to be 
reckoned a dangerous fymptom. . As fymptoms 


-portending danger, our author mentions, the 


difeafe coming on foon alter delivery ; pains af- 


feting the breathing ; want of fleep ; the tongue 


becoming dry, rough, and changing its colour ; 
a fixed livid hue on the cheeks; crude urine ; 
green or black coloured vomitings ; the pulfe fo 
quick. and finall as not to be numbered 3 invo- 
luntary ftools; and cold clammy fweats on the — 
extremities. The figns of recovery, on the other 
hand, are, the patient turning herfelf and lying 
on her fide ; a moift, foft, and clear tongue; 
gencral fweats, after which the pulfe becomes 
flower; a freth flow of the lochia; and turbid urine 
with a thick fediment of a yellow colour, tinged 
with purple or red. 

Dr Hulme next prefents us with the diffec- 
tions of fix patients who died of this difeafe, 
He firfl gives us a particular hiftory of each cafe, 
and then mentions the appearances after death. 
In general he found the omentum and inteftines 


inflamed and mortified, and in the cavity of 


the abdomen, putrid fanics, foetid air, or pus. 
In all his diffections, the uterus was found con- 


tracted to its natural fize, and perfectly found. 
In 
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COMMENTARIES. 


£ In the fourth chapter, our author lays down 
the method of cure, which he divides into two 
q kinds, the imple and the complex. 


é In the fimple cure, the firft intention which 
; he feems to have in view is, to clear the i:tefti- 
nal canal. For this purpofe, he propofes a fimple 
emollient opening clyfter, which has the pecu- 
liar advantage of caufing an immediate difcharge. 
If the clyfter does not afford great relief, it is ne- 
ceflary to have recourfe to gentle cathartics. A 
folutién of the fa/ catharticus amarus in water, . 
the oleum ricint, the tartarum emeticum, and 


the vinum antimoniale, are the remedies Dr 
Hulme has found to anfwer beit. 


After clearing the inteftinal canal; he next 
_ propofes that a gentle diaphorefis fhould be pro- 
| moted, by fuch medicines as neither bind the 
: belly, nor are heating. Wiht this intention, he 
-advifes ipecacoanha, tartar emetic, or antimonial 
combined with gentle opiates; and, in 
| the intermediate times, Riverius’s faline draughts. 
If ficknefs at ftomach, or vomiting occur, tie 
efforts of nature mult be affifted by drinking 
plentifully of chamomile tea or warm water. Ac- 
cording to our author, the common drink of pa- 

Vor. I, tients 
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tients labouring under puerperal fevers, fhould 
be of a mild, cooling, and diluting nature; and 
the ufe of cordials, wines, and fpirits of every 
kind, is to be ftri€tly prohibited. Neatnefs and 
clean!» efs are particularly to be attended to. All 
bandages about the trunk of the body are to be 
avoided ; and the infants are to be put to the 
breaft very foon. He inveighs in very fevere 3 
terms againft the pernicious effects of over-hcated 
air, and warm regimen; and advifes that the pa- } 
tient fhould be keptina largeandcool room. At 
the fame time, he tells us, that he does not mean 
to recommend, but to avoid extremes, and to be 
guided always by the circumftances of the cafe. 


After this diforder is by thefe means abated, or 
feems to be gone, he recommends attention to 
the ftate of the bowels. The belly muft be kept 
gently open; andthe due tone of the inteftines re- 
ftored, by fmall quantities of chamomile tea, or 
a flight infufion of juniper-berries, with a few 
drops of elixir vitrioli acidum. After this, cool- 
ing diet, frefh air, Peruvian bark, and gentle ex- 
ercife, will confirm the cure. 


Dr Hulme concludes his obfervations on this 
fubje& with obferving, That he has paid no re- 
gard to the obftruction of the lochia. This he 


confi- 
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COMMENTARIES. 6 


roniiders asthe elect, not the caufe of the difeafe. 
We alledges that this difcharge will return when 
the difeafe is cured ; while, on the other hand, 
uterine remedies. are not only inefficacious, but 
highivy noxious. 

The author next proceeds to the treatment of 


{his difeafe in its moft complicated ftate. Ifa 


_ diarrhoea occur in the beginning of the difeafe, 
he advifes that it fhould not be checked, but en- 


couraged, by drinking plentifully of mild aperient 
liquors. If thefe methods fhould prove infuffi- 
: cient for throwing off the offending matter, he 
ae advifes that recourfe fhould be had to the purga- 
tives and emetics before recommended. 


When violent ftitches in the fides, or over the 
pit of the ftomach, accompany the pain of the 
hypogaltric region, Dr Hulme advifes bleeding. 

‘ He obferves, however, that authors have differed 
| much with refpect to bleeding in this difeafe; 
fome laying it down as abfolutely neceflary, while 
: others ftrongly oppofe it. He gives it as his opi- 
nion, that there are cates in which it is highly 
neceflary, and others in which it is highly im- 
proper. ‘The beft criterion to judge by, he al- 
ledges, is the pulfe and period of the difeafe. If 
the pulfe be full, and vibrate ftrongly againft the 
B 2 fingers, 
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fingers, bleeding is proper at any period, but 
particularly in the beginning. He thinks, how- ~ 
ever, thatin this difeafe it is fafer to err in point | 
of bleeding too little, than teo much. i 

When peripneumonic fymptonis occur, blifter-. 
ing, fays our author, cannot be difpenfed with. I 
in puerperal peripneumony the pulfe begins to 
flag, and the difeafe puts on a putrefcent fiate, 
the patient mult be fupported by cordials. The 
author confiders all cafes of puerperal. peripneu- 


mony as highly dangerous. He advifes that not 
a moment fhould be loft, but that the cure fhould 


commence, if poflible, within a few hours of the 
attack, with all the power of art. Vane 


Stitches from flatulencies, our author obferves, — 
will go off from procuring a ftool by a clyfter, or 
otherways. But, if this fails, they may be dif- 
perfed by a draught prepared with afa foetida and 
afew drops of the Thebaic tincture. 


- Foratroublefome cough, Dr Hulme advifes a 

blifter; fpermaceti draughts ; or a {mall quantity 
of foetid tinéture in a folution of gum ammo- 
niacum. 


When the pains of fhe abdomen refift the 
means already propofed, fomentations, emol- 
lient 
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COMMENTARIES. 2 


lient cataplafs, and bliftcring the abdomen, mutt 
be tried in fucceffion. 

When the puerperal fever proves very violent, 
whether fingle or combined, it generally termi- 
nates in diarrhoea. In this critical ftate, the 
chiefintentions of cure are, to moderate the effects 


of nature ; toendeavour to keep up the vis vitae; 


and to correct the putrefcent ftate of the folids. 
and fluids. 


‘Inthe fifth chapter, the author prefents us with 


the fentiments of many of the moft diftinguifhed 


writers relating to the caufe of the puerperal fe- 


ver. He arranges them according to the order 


of time, and has here given us the opinions of 


Hippocrates, Avicenna, Raynalde, Platerus,Sen- 


nertus, Riverius, Willis, Sylvius, Mauriceau, Sy- 
denham, Boerhaave, Strother, Hoffman, De la 
Motte, Burton, Smellic, Tiflot, Van Swieten, 
Aftruc, Cooper, Denman, Johnfon, Millar, and 
Manning. From the citations produced, it ap- 
pears to have been the opinion of authors, from 
the time of Hippocrates to this day, that the pu- 
erperal fever principally arifes, either from a fup- 


- preffion of the lochia, an inflammation of the u- 


terus, a retention of the milk, or from fome 
complaint peculiar to the uterus. 


Hulme 
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Dr Hulme concludes this treatife with his own 
opimon concerning the caufe of this difeafe, 
which is the fubject of the fixth chapter. He is 
of opinion that the proximate caufe of the pucr- 
peral fever is an inflammation of the inteftines 


andomentum. For the truth of this he appeals 
to ditlections. 


He apprehends the chief predifpofing caufe 
to be the preflure of the gravid uterus again{t the 
inteflines and omentum. The generdf effects of 
the preflure are, an interruption of the free cir- 
culation of the blood, and a deftruction of the 
tone of the blood-veffels. The nearer that deli- 
very approaches, the mifchiefs from compreffion 
will be greater, And, upon the birth of the 
child, the veffels on which the uterus chiefly lay, 
will be immediately filled with blood; but, from 
their weak ftate, they will hardly be able to pro- 
pell forwards their contained fluids. From all 
this our author concludes, that the inteftinal ca- 
nal muft particularly fuffer ; efpecially at its infe- 
rior part, where there is the greateft and moft 
-conftant preffure, and where it is not covered 
with the omentum. ‘This opinion, with regard 
to the effects of preffure on the inteftines and o- 

nentum, 
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COMMENTARIES. 23 


mentum, is corroborated by fome obfervations 
from Bauhin, Ruyfch, Van Swieten, and Mor- 


gagni. The chief occafional caufes of this difeafe, — 


according to Dr Hulme, are all thofe accidents 
after delivery which are capable of increafing the 
circulation of the blood; and all caufes, during 
pregnancy, which contribute to bring on a cor- 
ruption of the blood and juices, 


From differences | in thefe caufes, particularly in 
the predifpofition, our author accounts for the 
different degrees of violence, which from his own 
experience he has marked inthis difeafe. From 
thefe differences he thinks it eafy to aflign a reafon 
for its being a difeafe in fome cafes the moft 
eafy, and in others the moft difficult tocure. 


He next applies the caufes he has affigned for 


this difeafe, to account for its fymptoms. The de- 
praved liquids found in the cavity of the abdomen 


and pelvis, he afcribes to the corruption of the vo- | 


latile lymph, from the difeafed {tate of the inteftines 
and omentum ; the pus, to the inflammation on 
the furface of the omentum ; the great inflation 
of the {tomach and inteftines, to their being ren- 
dered, in fome degree, paralytic ; andthe adhe- 
fion of the inteftines to each other, to inflamma- 
tion aflifted by preffure. 
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What he efteems the moft unaccountable cir-- 
cumitance, is the furprizingly quick progrcfs of 
tiie difeafe. This he afcribes to the ftate indu- 
ced inthe omentum and inteftines, by the com- 
p:eflion and triction ef the gravid uterus during 
Javcur, by whichthey are almoft in a ilate oi in- 
{i ciination in molt women, at the time of deli- 
very 3 to the imfentibility of the omentum; to 
the difeafe bey:nning at its lower part 5 and to the 
primary degrecs of pain being miltaken for others 
of a cifferent nature. 


Upon the whole, it appears, that Dr Hulme 


differs in his opinion, with regard to the caufe ot 
this difeafe, from all who have written before him. 


In doing fo, he defends himfelf by alledging, that 
he has drawn his notions of it from a courfe of 
scafoning, jupported by diffections ; and has 
erounded his theory upon acareful examination 
of allits f{ymptoms, 
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Antonii de Haen. S.-C. R.A. Mayjeftatis confix 
et archiatri, Ratio Medendi 
tinuata. Tom. 1. Pars 1. 8vo, Vien. Auft. 


R de Haen has already written feveral vo- 
_lumes, under thetitle of Ratio Medendi, 

He propofes ftill to continue in communicating to 
the public practical remarks upon the fame plan, 


But he mforms us, in an advertifement prefixed to 
this volume, that he has now chanyed the title, to 


that of Ratio Medendi Continuata. Under this 
title, two parts of the firft volume are already 
publithed, 


“In the firft of thefe parts, our author treats of 


the malignant difeafes moft nearly connected with 


the plague, and concludes with the plague itfelf. 
In enumerating the malignant difeafes, our author 
afhrms, that there is no acute difeafe from the E- 
phemera, when protracted, to the plague itfelf, 
which may not fall under this denomination. He 
obferves, that the beft account of the fymptoms 
of malignity in general, is that given by Dr Boer- 
haave in his pathology ; but that a difference in 

degrees 
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Aegrees of malignity may be inferred from vari- 
ous circumftances, particularly the progrefs of the 
fymptoms, the condition of the patient before the 
attack, the nature of the epidemics raging at the 
time, and the obftinacy with which it refifts re- 
medies. According to our author, malignity may 
be counteraéted, by the ufe of pure, moderately 
warm, and frequently renewed air ; by cleanlinefs 
in cloathing and bedding 5 by making the bed, at 
— Jeaft once, but, if convenient, oftener, every day ; 
by refrigerant drinks and medicines ; by attention 
to the efforts of nature ; and by avoiding all caufes 
which accelerate the motion of the fluids, 


After thefe general obfervations, the author 
proceeds to confider particular difeafes ; and, fir/?, 
he treats of the method of avoiding, moderating, 
and curing malignity in the fmall-pox. On this 
fubje&, he prefents us with the hiftory and treat- 
ment of five cafes, from which he deduces the 
following confequences. 1. That the effects of 
a bad habit of body, previous to the attack of the 
fmall-pox, as increafing or diminifhing their ma- 
lignity, is very uncertain. 2. That the time, 3t 
which fmall-pox are capable of communicating in- 
fe€tion is uncertain. 3. That the time of erup- 
tion is uncertain. 4. That the utility and neceflity 
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frecair in every acute difeafe, is particularly con- 


firmed in fmall-pox. 5, That bathing the feet and 


hands in warm water has the advantage of diluting 


the blood, and relaxing the fkin, by which means 


_ the virus of the fmall-pox is more quickly expel- 


led from the vifcera. 6. That the advantages al- 
ledged to arife from opening the puitules are well 
founded. 7. That repeated bleeding, at every pe- 
riod of the fmall-pox, is, in many cafes, abfolute- 
ly neceflary for the prefervation of life. 8. That 
a mixture of milk and water is the beft drink in 
finall-pox. And, 9. That nothing has greater in- 
fluence in diminifhing or preventing the malignity 
of the fmall-pox, than a frequent change of bed- 


cloaths, and indulgence in any amufement which 


can produce pera From thefe conclufions, 

dduces fome objections againft the 
arguments which are brought in favour of inno- 
culation. From comparing the London bills of 
mortality, for different years, he finds, that a much © 
greater number have died of the fmall-pox, fince 
the introduction of inoculation, than before. 
From this he concludes, that, even allowing inno- 
culation to be of fervice to individuals, it is un- 
queftionably prejudicial to the public. Having 
pronounced inoculation ineffectual, he next con- 


fiders, 
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fiders, by what remedies the malignity of the 


-fmall-pox may be diminifhed. On this fubject, 


he prefents us with the fentiments entertained by 


different eminent writers, concerning antimony 


and mercury. He obferves, that, as inoculation 
has been found no lefs fuccefsful without, than 
with them, the advocates in their favour al- 
tow’ their inefficacy ; but that at the fame time 
it is clear they have been given to many thou- 
fands, without any bad confequences, He is of 


opinion, therciore, that no reafon remains why 


_we fhould oppofe the authority of thofe great men 


who have recommendedthem., Hence he con- 
cludes with recommending their ufe to people 
m general, fo foon as the fmall-pox become epi- 
demic. 3 

On the meafles, our author tells us, it is unne- 
ceffary for him to offer any obfervations, on ac- 
count of their fimilarity to the fmall-pox, of which 
he has already treated, and tothe fcarlet-fever, of 
which he next propofes to treat. 

In treating of the fcarlet-fever, which is the 
fubject of the 7th chapter, Dr de Haen, as he had 
before done with regard to the {ma!l-pox, fets cut 
with fome hiftories of the difeafe; and he has 
here prefented us with a particular detail of three 


cafes 
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cafes in which it was malignant. From thefe he 


concludes, that bleeding and Peruvian bark are re- 


medies highly neceflary in the fcarlet-fever ; that 


different and improper names may be found affixed © 


to this difeafe by eminent writers; that varieties 
in climate have produced differences in the de- 
{criptions which have been given of.it ; and that 
it has often been defcribed by authors in fucha 
manner, as to be confounded, on the one hand, 


with the rufh, and, on the other, with the meafles. 


He conclud es his obfervations on this ee with 
lome remarks on the cure. 


In the firft tadium, he trufts to repeated bleed- 
ings, and the liberal ufe of Peruvian bark. He ob- 
ferves, that, if this laft remedy can, with advan- 
tage, be employed fora long time, and in large 
dofes in any difeafe, itfhould be fo in fcarlet-fever. 


In the fecond ftadium, the circumitance chiefly 


‘diftrefling to patients, is a general leucophlegma- 


tic {welling of the whole body. For the removal 
of this, Drde Haen recommends diuretics and 
purgatives. From the almoft impenetrable {tate 


of the furface, he is of opinion, that fudorifics are — 
feldom, if ever, to be employed. During the ufe. 


of antiphlogiftics, diuretics, and purgatives, the 
bark muft not be omitted, particularly, if it open 
the 
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the belly. He concludes with mentioning a re: 
medy, which, upon the authority of Plencize, has 
been recommended as highly efficacious in_ this 
he formula is as tollows: Rhei elect; 
Spr. fal. toag. aa. dr. ii. Mercs dulce. Aur. fulmin: 
Extrad. feil.aa. Rod.junip. q. ut fi. pil. gr. i. 
vet i. One or two of thefe pills taken three or 
four times a-daj, ate faid to be powerful evacuants 
of ferum, both by {tool and urine. But they muft 
not be employed, if the feverith fymptoms rur 
high; and particular caution is neceffary, that 


the aurum fulminans be properly prepared. 


Dr de Haen has already frequently treated of 
miliary and petechial fevers. Here,therefore, he 
paffes them over, and proceeds, in his ninth chap- 
ter, to the confideration of malignant fevers, {trict- 


ly fo called. On this fubjeét, he prefents us with 
‘a detail of two cafes. Thefe cafes lead him to con- 


fider the opinions of fome eminent men, who 


- maintain that all acute difeafes may be divided into 


thofe which proceed from, or are attended with 
with fpiffitude ; and into thofe wliich proceed from, 
or are-attended with a diffolved ftate of the fluids. 
After examining this opinion at confiderable length, 


he concludes, that it is ill founded, and may be 


highly prejudicial in practice. 
The 
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The iaft malignant difeafe, of which our author 
treats, is the plague. He rejects the diftin@ion be- 


tween plague and pettilential fever as ufelefs, and e- 


ven prejudicial. He obferves, that, when the — 


plague commences, it is often difficult to diftin- 
guith it from other malignant fevers ; but advifes 


that the fame cautions fhould be ufed in the one 
cafe asinthe other. He would not, however, on 
this a¢count, have patients confined to lazaretto’s, 
which he reprefents as highly prejudicial, on 
their prefent footing. He imagines the infected 
might be cut off from communication with the 


found, and, at the fame time, allowed the bene- 
fit of free air. For this purpofe, he advifes, that 


lazaretto’s fhould be fpacious buildings, high 


roofed, and conftruéted with numerous doors and 
windows, kept frequently open; that they fhould 
never be crowded with patients ; and that they 
fhould be provided with every poffible affiftance. 
But all thefe precautions will, he imagines, be ve- 
ry ineffectual, unlefs fome other method be 
followed in the cure of the plague, than has hither- 
to becn put in practice. He obferves, that the 
phyficians of all nations, for many ages paft, have 
difcharged bleeding in the plague, upon the fup- 
pofition, that it will increafe the great debility 

which 
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which attends this difeafe. Our author combats 
this opinion, and recommends the liberal ufe of 
the lancet. In fupport of this, he adduces the 
authority of the Dutch Conful at Smyrna, a place 

where the plague frequently rages. By him he is 
informed that thofe practitioners have there the 
greateft fuccefs in private practice, who treat their 
patients with large and repeated bleedings and 
mineral acids. 
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Antonii de Hacn, S.C. R. A. Mayeffatis confili- 


arti et archiatrt, ©'c. Ratio Medendi Continuata. 


Tom. 1. Pars 2. 8vo, Vien. Auft. 


WN a former part of the Ratio Medendi, Dr de 


Haen had treated, at confiderable length, 
concerning the effects of hanging and drowning. 


Inftigated by the more fuccefsful, but not more 


laborious endeavours of the fociety at Amfterdam 


for recovering drowned people, he again under-- 


took acourfe of experiments on this fubject. He 
apologizes ior the appearance of cruelty in his ex- 


periments, from the fervice they may afford to 


mankind, and from the dearnefs of corn at thetime, 
which often rendered dogs too expenfive to their 
matters. 


He fets out with an abftraét of the third volume 
of the tranfactions of the fociety at Amfterdam. 


He obferves, ft, That many of thofe who reco- 


vered, had been but a few minutes under water, 
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fone had been a quarter of an hour, others half an 


‘str, anctone a whole hour. 2d/y, That, of the 


ity-three cales which are given, forty-eight had 


ailuilance, immediately upon being taken 
out of the water, one within a quarter of an hour, 
three within halfan hour, andthe remaining one 
within three quarters of an hour. 3dly, Vhat, in 
nineteen patients, figns of life were very foon per- 


ceived ; in fix others, within three hours; and in 
- fourteen, who recovered, the time is not mention- 


ed. 4thly, That remedies were continued for two, 
three, fix, e ght, and fixteen hours, after figns of 
life appeared. 5h/y, That, of thofe who recover- 
ed, one, who had been drunk before he fell into 
the water, died in two days; another, who had 
icarcely been cured of a pleurify, died in five days ; 
a third after the firft appearances of life ; afourth, 
who had been fufpended by the feet, and rough- 
ly fhaken, aiter two hours; a fitth, within fix 
hours after the firft appearances of life; and a 
fixth, who was fixty years old, and had been 


roughly fhaken ona cafk, died after the third day; 


fo that a fixth part furvived their recovery but a 
fhort time : And, 6¢4/y, That feven recovered who 
had a blacknefs in the face, and who had dif- 
charged a quantity of froth from the mouth 


and nofe ; one had a fever afterwards, and the 
face 
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face of another remained {welled and livid for a 
confiderable time. To thefe are added fome o- > 
ther cafes ofthe recovery of drowned people com- 
municated to the fociety by correfpondents. — 
Our author then proceeds to enumerate the 
remedics by which thele recoveries were effected. 
Lhefe were, agitation of all kinds ; every fort of 
flimulus applied to the mouth, nofe, and rectum ; 
bleeding ; heat, both by warm cloaths, and 


swarm water; blowing air into the trachea; fti- 


~mulants confilting of blifters, warm afhes, and 
_ the like, applied to the head, ancles, thighs, pit 


of the {tomach, and other parts. 

After this review of what had been done by 
others, Dr de Haen proceeds to relate his own 
experiments. ‘Iwo bodies were brought to him 
which had been found fwimming in the Danube ; 
but as they were already in a corrupted {ftate, 
he efteemed it unneceflary to attempt any cure. 
A boy who had fallen into a well, which was 
then full of water and dung mixed together, was 
taken out cold, a quarter of an hour after the ac- 


cident. At the end of twenty-fix hours he was 
brought to the hofpital. He was there wrapt in 


warm cloaths, two ounces and a half of cold thick 


blackith blood were taken from the jugular vein, 
| and 
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and every kind of ftimulus was ufed, but 
in vain. ‘The next cafe our author mentions 
is that of a ftudent who was found in the 
Danube : But no account could be given how 
he came there, or hew long he had been in the 
water. It appeared that he had fallen in with 
fome force, as there was a contufion on his fore- 
head. Fivery means of cure was tried, but pro- 
ved nicitectual. Another cafe, which is here re- 
lated, is that of a jommer. ‘Thofe who found him 
put a rope about his neck and lifted him up for 
every paflenger to view. About ten or twelve 
hours after he had fallen into the water, he was 
brought to the hofpital. But, although eight 
ounces of cold black blood were drawn from 
the jugular vein, and every other means of 
cure was uled, he could not be recovered. 

The lait cafe mentioned by our author is that of 
a workman who fell from the turret of a citadel, 
into alake, with his head downwards. He dif- 
appeared for a quarter of an hour, and was taken 
up without fiens of life. But, atter being ex- 
pofed to the fun, and fhaken by the feet, he feem- 
ed to fetch a deep breath. He was then put to 

bed, and, by means of various ftimuli, foon re- 
covered entirely. Irom this Dr de Haen ob- 


ferves, 
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ferves, that his want of fuccefs feems principally 
to have been occafioned by delay. 

In the fecond chapter Dr de Haen relates his 
experiments on dogs, which are fifteen in num-— 
ber. ‘Twelve dogs were drowned, and, though. 
fome of them were taken up after being kept 
under water for a few minutes only, none of 
them could be recovered.’ The water in which 
they werc drowncd was tinged, but it did not 
appear in their ftomachs. Upon diffection, in 
feven of them there appeared figns of the water 
having been infpired. In two the lungs were 


free. In two the meninges of the brain and lungs 
were inflamed. And two were not opened. 


‘Three dogs were hanged, and attempted to 


be recovered by the means recommended by 


Lord Verulam, Morgagni, and others, but with- 
out effect. In one nothing remarkable appear. 
ed in the lungs, In another, from whom an 
ounce of blood was taken from the jugular vein, 
the dura and pia mater were of the natural ap- 
pearance, but the lungs were much inflamed, 
In the third, the meninges were found, and there 


was no effufion in the ventricles of the brain, 


but the left lobe of the lungs was turgid with 


blood, 
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-In the fucceeding chapter, we are. prefented 
with fome obfervations cn thefe experiments, | 


. 


" The bad fuccefs which Dr de Haen had with the 
, ‘| | men, he afcribes to the length of time which in- . 
| terveened before remedies were tricd., Nor does 
i he think this invalidated by the death of the 


dogs, although for their recovery remedies were 


| | immediately tricd; becaule dogs are naturaliy, 
: worle to recover than mcn, as they are kept 
forcibly under the water, which is not the cafe 
fh 1 with men ; and ashe would have been able, had 
i he inclined, to have recovered one in fixteen, 
i which he thinks, would be no inconfiderable 
proportion, even in the human fpecics. | 
i He next attempts to explain the reafon for the ' 
| diverfity of opinion concerning the caufe of death | 
- ‘in thofe who have been drowned. This he a- a 
—feribes to partial conclufions from a few experir 


ments. Some having never found water in the 
lungs, thought it never was there; and others, 
from its prefence, drew acontrary conclufion. 


Some have afcribed the death in fuch cafes to 
that fpecics of apoplexy which arifes from a 
great fulnefs of the ftomach. ‘This opinion our 
author rejects, from the want of fuch fulnefs in 
the thirteen dogs he diffected ; from the want of 

the 
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the common marks of apoplexy upon the diflec- 
tion of the brain; and from the actual prefence 
of water in the lungs. He is of opinion that 
death, in confequence of drowning, happens 
from the water getting into the lungs, and {top - 
‘ing the blood in the arteries. He then difcuffes 
the queftion, how far blowing air into the lungs 
. is ufeful in recovering drowned people. If their 

death is to be afcribed to the water entering the 

lungs, this practice, he obfurves, mutt be hurtful, 

as it will increafe the preflure on the blood-vef- 

fels, or may even force the water into them, 

which, upon the authority of Louis’s experiments, 
is he alledges is poflible. But, ir. fpite of this rea- 
foning, he afferts that, from experience, it has 
been found ufcful. In fupport of this, he pro- 
duces the authority of Becker, Littraeus, Senac, 
Petit, the Count de Maurepas, and of Louis him- 
felf. As this teftimony throws fome doubt on 


his former experiments, he promifes to refume 
the fubject hereafter. 


The author, in the fourth chapter, propofes to 
examine, whether the fame remedies fhould be 
employed for the recovery of hanged as of drown- 
ed perfons. For this purpofe, he obferves, it is 
neceffary to afcertain the proximate caufe of death 
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from hanging. Upon confulting authors, he 
found that Wepfer, Littraeus, Alberti, Bruhie- 
rius, and Boerhaave, have afcribed it to apoplexy. 
Their arguments for this are chictly drawn 
from the livid colour of the face and head ; from 
the turgefcency of the veficls of the brain; from 
the infammation of the cyes ; and from the 
{parks of fire which thofe who have furvived hang- 
ing alledge they have perceived from their eves. 
On the contrary, Bonctus, Petit, Haller, and 
Lancifi, from obferving that death is induced by 


any {mall body falling into the glottis, have aferi- 


i q bed it to the ftoppage of refpiration. Others, 3 | 
! i deeming both thefe caufes ill-founded, have a- " 

| H| fcribed it to a luxation of the vertebrae of the 

| q | neck. The opinions on this fubje@ are conclu- 

Na ded with fome remarks from Morgagni, Van 

He next adduces the authority of many emi- 
} nent authors in proof of the poflibility of recover- : 
a ing people who have been hanged ; and obferves, 3 


in general, that with bleeding in the jugular vein, 

and anointing the neck with warm oil, the fame 
remedies are to be employed in this cafe, as for 
the recovery of drowned people, 


Having 
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Having given the fentiments of others, Dr de 
Haen proceeds in the next chapter to relate fome 
new experiments which he made with a view of 


afcertaining the caufe of death, both in people 
hanged and drowned, He here prefents us with 


feven experiments on dogs, four of which were 


hanged, and three drowned, Upon difleétion, 
he finds evident marks of congeftion in the 
Jungs, but no affection of the brain. 
‘Tothefe experiments he ‘{nbjoins feveral re- 
marks. He obferves, 1/7, Vhat, when the brain 
appears aflected, after hanging or drowning, it 
mutt be afcribed to an old headach, or fome fuch 


— caufe. 2d/y, That the death of people hanged 
isnot to be afcribed to luxation or fracture of the 
vertebrae of the neck. 3a/y, That, by the liga- 


ture put round the neck in hanging, the trachea © 
is completely fhut. And, 4thly, ‘Yhat death, 
from hanging or drowning, is to be afcribed to 
the fame caufe. 

In the next chapter, our author prefents us 
with farther experiments and obfervations from 
diffe€tion. Upon examining the body of a man 
who was drowned, he found the lungs tumid ; 
and, though wounded, they did not collapfe; up- 
on preflure, he iqueezed from them half a pound 
of reddifh frothy matter, Upon diflecting ano- 

ther, 
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ther, who was hanged, he found that the cord 

had not prefled upon the trachea, but upon the 

part between the fcutiform cartilage and the os” 
hyoides, and that the compreffion had been 


imperfeét. In this man the pia mater was yory 

red ; under the tunica arachnoidea a quantity of 

whitifh ferum was found, and the brain appear- ‘ 

ed to be interfperfed with many red veffels. ‘The p 

lungs were tumid, did not collapfe upon being 
handled, and, when cut, poured forth blood ra- s 


ther than froth, 


Hos The affeétion of the brain which was here ob- 
ferved, our author afcribes to fome chronic dif- 
cafe, and imagines that, from the compreffion- 
not being complete, the appearances in the lungs 
were lefs confiderable than would otherwile have 
been the cafe. ae 


In the feventh chapter, Dr de Haen examines ¥ 
the propriety of fufpending drowned people by . 
the feet. He allows that this practice will be hurt- a 
ful from determining to the head; but obferves, : 


3 _ that we frequently ufe hurtful remedies, when the 

advantages derived from them preponderate ; 

I and is of opinion that it willbe ufeful, by agita- : 
4 ting the vifcera againft each other, and thus re- ; 
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newing their motions. He next confiders the 

propriety of laryngotomy. On this fubjeét he 

adduces many objections againft the opinion of 
_  Dethardingius, who is a great advocate in its fa- 
--vour. He imagines that many advantages which 

have been derived from it, are to be afcribed to 

the irritation in confequence of the rude manner 
» in which it was performed. But promifes to 
confider its effects hereafter, by farther experi- 
ments. He concludes this chapter with fome 
refpectable authorities to prove, that hanged peo- 
ple are to be recovered in the fame manner as 
drowned people. 


~The eight and laft chapter 1s ie by our 

author in obviating two objections which had 

been brought again{t his doctrine. The firitis, 

that people have often been recovered who had 

" - Jain feveral days and hours under water, although 
+ few or no means were attempted for their re- 
: covery. To this he anfwers, that the time for 
: which people are under water, in many cafes, 
cannot be aifcertainmed; and that the many im- 
probable itories which are told fufficiently inva- 
lidate the reft. The fecond objection is, that 
there is reafon to fufpeét that the means of cure 


which 
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ey» 
Balt 
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which our author has recommended would often 

extinguifh any remaining {parks of life. To this 

he anfwers, that, in cafes where a recovery takes 

place, tokens of life appear at very different 

times, and that he never would advife fevere or 

tedious methods of cure where more gentle and 
more expeditious ones were not firft tried with- 
out effect. 


IV, Joannis 
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IV. 


Joannis Friderici Meckel, Nova Experimenta et 
Obfervationes de Finibus venarum et vaforum 
Lymphaticorum in ductus vifceraque excretoria 
Cor poris humani, ejufdemque Structurae utilitate, 
8vo, Lugd. Bat. 


N this treatife Dr Meckel fets out with fome 
obfervations on the opportunities which ftill —- 
remain of adding to our knowledge of the 
 ftructure of the human body. He obferves par- 
ticularly, that the doctrine of fecretion {till re- 
mains involved in great uncertainty. And he 
concludes his introdu€tion with mentioning the 
intention of the prefent work, which is, to point 
out the different kinds of abforption, and the pur- 
pofes for which they are intended. 


After thefe preliminary obfervations, our au- 
thor, in the firft fection, proceeds to treat of the 
return of the lymph into the blood. Upon in- 
jecting lymphatic veflels with mercury, he has 
often found it pafs into the red veins, without a- 


ny. 
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ny but the nature of the coiti- 


munication he could not difcover, ‘till he hap- 
pened to inject, by a lymphatic coming from the’ 
pelvis, a glarid partly fchirrous. He there fourd 
that mercury entered the found part of it very 
readily ; but, when it came to the fchirrus, it was 
obftruéted by a weight which fupported eighteen 
inches of mercury. By preflure, however, he 
forced the mercury into the finaller ducts of the 
gland; and then faw it pafs through a vein from 
the glarid into the inferior cava. From this he 
infers, that, when the body is in health, thereisa 
‘natural communication between the lymphatic 


-veffels and the veins of conglobate glands; but 
that this paflage is much fmaller than that into 


the lymphatic above the gland. From this {truc- 
ture our author deduces the following phyfiologi- 
cal obfervations. He ailedges, that, in order to 
prepare every fecreted liquor in the body, abforp- 
tion from the fecreting organ is abfolutely ne- 
ceffary ; and that, inthe preparation of lymph, 
this abforption is performed by the veins. He 
farther obferves, that by this ftru€ture the lymph 
will be conveyed into the blood, when the lym- 

-phatics are either obftruéted or ruptured; and, 


by this means, many difeafes will be prevented. 
Dr Meckel, 


OF 
| 
| 
-- 
‘ ; 
+ 
ai 
i 
>| 
mi. 
4 
f 
‘ 
a 
° 
it 
al 3 
| 
> 
| 
it 
it 
& 
4 
d 
i 
> i 


COMMENTARIES. 4 
a Dr Meckel, in the fecond fection, treats of ab- 
-_ forption taking place by means of the veins from 

the mammae. He here gives an account of his 

having injected with mercury, through the tubes of 

the nipples, the breafts of women, both foon be- 

fore and foon after delivery. Upon injeéting the 
a mamma of a woman foon after delivery, which {till 
= adhered to the mufcles of the thorax, the mercu- 
ry, after having filled the gland, readily pafled into 
i“ the veins of the mamma, and from thence into 
a the trunk of the axillary vein. Upon injecting the ; 
a brea{ts of a woman who had died in labour, this 
‘ communication of the lactiferous tubes with the 
> veins was alfo found. But, by this injeétion, he 
C difcovered another fingularity, for, upon tying the 
a _-veins and the laétiferous tube at which he injected, 
the mercury burft through another lactiferous tube 
4 of the nipple, and upon tying this, through a third, 
‘ more remote. From repeated trials in this man- 
4 ner, he concludes, that the lactiferous tubes have 
2 a communication with each other. In order to 
4 prove that this anaftomofis takes place in the ex- 
2 treme branches only of thefetubes, our author 
oblerves, 1/7, ‘That the communication feems to 
- fubfift equally between the neareft and.the moft 
a diftant branches. 2zd/y, That he inferted the tube 
into 
& 


NE 
4 
3 


48 MED TCA 


into which he injected belowthe nipple. And, 
That, after trying every means in his power, he 


was never able to difcover the lactiferous circle de- 
fcribed by Nuck. ‘This communication of the 
-yeins with the lactiferous tubes, our author ima- 
_gines, is neceflary, both for the preparation of | 
the milk, and for its return into the blood i thofe 
who do not fuckle. He oblerves, that, for the pre- 
paration of mill, the lymphatics ferve to carry off 
the fuperabundant aqucous parts of the blood, and 
the veins the faline and earthy parts; fo that no- 
thing but the bland butyraceous part is left to pafs 
through the lactiferous tubcs. From this com- 
munication allo, hcinfers, that thofe who have 
a(cribed difeafes to the return of the milk into the 
blood, have greatly erred. Onthe contrary, he 
alledges that the abforption of this bland fluid in- 
to the blood, is not only natural, but even ufeful. 
He farther obferves, that, by this ftructure, the re- 
{olution of obitructions of every kind is greatly 
facilitated ; and that we fhould endeavour, in every 
cate of the {tagnation of milk, to promote its re- 
turn through the veins by applications which tend 
to relax them, and to increafe the action of the 


fmall veffels. | 
In 
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In the third fe€tion, the author treats of the ab- 


forption of femen from the veficulae feminales. 


Upon. injecting the veficulae feminales of a ftout 
man, after tying the ejaculatory tubes, he filled the 


—hypogaftric vein, and the venous plexus furround- 


ing the veficles. Upon tracing the veins thus in- 
jected, he found them arifing from the cavity of 
the veficles. In this experiment, no lymphatic was 
injected. Tiaving repeated the experiment feve- 
ral times, he found, for the moft part, the fame 
appearances 5 but he acknowledges that he could 
not inject the vein on every trial. | 


Dr Meckel alledges that this ftru@ure is inten- 


ded for the return of fuch parts of the femen to 


the blood, as he fuppofes are too vifcid to be 


reabforbed by the lymphatics. Hence he concludes, 


that we need not be apprehenfive of an accumu- 


Jation of femen in the veficles; and that, if this 


complaint fhould occur, it is to be obviated by 
fuch remedies as tend to facilitate the circulation, 
and not by corroborants and aftringents, which 
might be fuppofed to promote abforption. 


Dr Meckel, in the fourth fection, treats of the 
influence of abforption upon the bile. Having 
frequently injected the lymphatics of the liver 
through the biliary duéts, he adds, that by preffing 
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fluids ftill farther, he has allo mjected the vena ca- 
va. He couldnot, however, as any force,or by any 


method, pumhis injection into the vena portaruim, 


or hepatic artery... After thele injections, upon 


oO 


both with his naked cye and he ne- 


examining the liver with the greateft accuracy, 


ver could difcover anv extravalation. farthe 


oblerves, tuat, when extravalation t 


palage of tue Imesiion Into the lymphatics 


Veins Was speded. 


This our author imagines, is intended 
for carrying off the ;zqucous parts of the Huds, 


thatthe bile may be preparetand Krom 
this aifo, he accounts for the ready paflage which 
the bile finds into the blood, when Uie ductus cho- 
ledicius is obliructed, as happens in jaundice ; and 
for the yclio colour Wilich happens inh yaropic 
cafes, as the bileis then more watery in its nature 
than ufual. 


The fubjeat oi the fait fection is the abforption 


which takes place from the bladder. Having en- 
deavoured to inilate the bladder by the urethra, 


our author found, that all the air paffed through 
the veficular veins, and from thence into the trunk 
of the hypogaftric veins. He alfo obfervedthic fame 
appearances upon the injection of water. 


As 


OOK place, the ; 
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As the bladder was, to all appearance, ina 
found ftate, our author concludes, that there is 
always a paflage for fluids through its veins. This 
ftructure, he imagines, is intended for conveying 
the fubtile watery lymph from the bladder; and 
for preventing the urine from ftagnating long there, 
and thus becoming acrid. He imagines that this 
opinion is confirmed by thofe cafes in which a 
confiderable quantity of a fluid, refembling urine 

in colour and finell, bas! been difcharged from the 


arin-pits, upon a fuppreflion of the natural excre- 
tion of urine. 
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V. 


Reflexions cn the General Treatment and Cure of 


fevers. 8vo, London. 


YO name is printed on the tithe page of this 
treaiue 5 nor could the author, with julice, 

the meritwhichmay be due to 
tucfe new opinions it contains. Weare hicrc prcfent- 
ed withaconcife, but tolerably diftina vicw of the 
cocirine of fevers, which has, for feveral years paft, 
Leen delivered by one of the proteflors of medicine 
in this univerfity. he author, in his prefacc, in- 
culcates the importance of attending to fevers at 
their commencement. The firft fection treats 
of fevers in general; our author here follows 
Dr Cullen in exciuding the febris continens, 
and gives it as his opinion, thatthe only genera 
of fever, diftinctly marked, are threc ; the nervous, 
intermittent, and inflammatory. As the laf 
of thefe is neither contagious, nor arifes from 
any determined fource of infection, he propofes 
to confine his reflexions to the two former. 


The fecond feétion treats of i intermittents, under 


which term he likewife includes the remittents. He | 
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endeavours toprove, from many refpectable autho- 


rities, that they are the fame in all climates ; and 
that they are produced by marfh miafmata, 


by which he means poifonous vapours arifing from 
{wampy grounds, lakes, woads, or the like. He 
is inclined to believe, that intermittents are conta- 
cious, as the dyfentery, to which they are nearly 
allied, is allowed tobe fo. He concludes with ob- 
ferving, that, from the different degrees of activity 
of the marth miafmata, or from the different ftates 
of the perfons expofed to them, the fevers they 


produce will vary in their appearance ; from 


which he accounts for the numerous diftin€tions 


authors. 


He proceeds, inthe third fection, to confider 
the nervous fever. This difeafe, he alledges, arifes 
chiefly from contagion, and is characterized by a 
fmall, weak, frequent pulfe, defpondency, and a 
fudden diminution of ftrength. 


In treating of the actual fources of fevers, in 
the fourth fection, he obferves, that all the va- 
riety of intermittent and continued fevers proba- 
bly derive their origin from marfh miafmata and 
common contagion ; but in what the virulence of 

D 3 hele 
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thefe fources of fever refides, he alledges, is yet 
undetermined. 


He proceeds, in the fifth fection, to confider | 


marih miafmata more particularly. He obterves, 
that, trom this fource chiefly, if not folely, all in- 
-termictents are produced. For the production of 


thefe miafmata, according to our author, heat 


and moifture mult be conjoined 5 neither of them 


feparately being fuflicient. The fubdject of the next 
fection is human effluvia or contagion. This he re- 
fers to an exhalation from the human body under 


difeafe, and afhgns asthe principal caufe of ner-— 


vous fevers. 


In the feventh fecuon, the author contends, that 


cold alone can never produce epidemic inter- 
mittents, or nervous fevers. Ile allows, however, 
that, united with miaimata or contagion, it may 
have confiderable influcnce in modifying fevers 
although it can be etegmed only a remote 
caufe. 

Inthe e@hth fection, the author o.ters fome re- 
fiections on the difeates of the Huids in general. 
Morbid deviations, in thele, he obferves, have been 
confidered as the caufe of many difeafes. Put to 
this fource he thinks that afew of the cachexiae 
only can, with propriety, be referred. He is of opi- 


nion, 


> 
| 
A 
i a 
} 
ba 
b> 
. 
TAQ 
te 
os 
of 
| 
% 
& 
. 
4 
° 
~ 
« 
/ 
e 


COMMENT ARIES. 55 


nion, tat the fuypotition of lentor or vilciuity, and 

acrimony of tue blood exuling imtae fyitem, as 


caules of fever, mav be totally rejected as hypsche- 


tical and tinprobable. 


1 


Inthe ninth fection, our author prefents us with 


~adetail of the fyvmptoms of fever ; and, in the 
tenth, with fone redections on thefe fymptoms. 
- From a view of what takes place in every paro- 


xyfin, he thinks there evidentiv appears, in fever, 
debility, fpafm, and increafed action ; the laft he 
confiders asthe effect of the two former, He con- 
cludes, therefore, that debility and fpafin form 
the proximate caufe of fever; and the increafed 
action, with the fubfequent fweat, the natural cure. 
From thefe confiderations, he deduces the two 
following indications for the cure of fevers. 

I. ‘Co remove the {pafm by fuch remedies as 
relax the capillary or extreme veflels. 

TI. To ftrengthen the fyfem, inorder to pre- - 

vent the recurrence of a fircfh paroxyfin. 

Having offered thefe reflections on the nature 
of fevers, our author next proceeds to treat of 
their cure. Inthe eleventh fection, he offers a 


few general obfervations ; and, in the ten fuc- 
ceeding oncs, treats of particular remedies. 
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t{e obferves, that few fymptoms indicating 


ievdinge occur in thofe fevers which are the 


siects of this eflay; and that it behoves every 
practitioner to be deliberate in advifing this re- 


in 
medy in remittent and nervous tevers, efpecially 
where they are characterifed by great debility, a 


ecneral diflike to motion,a weak, foft, low pulfe, and 


dcicction of mind. But, where this remedy mutt 
be employed, he obferves, that it is more necel- 
fary, wWeful, and eafily borne, in the fevers occur- 
ring in {pring than in autumn. In fevers attend- 
cd with putrefaction, bleeding, he ailedges, 
be entirely rejected ; but he adds, that the fymp- 
toms, not the name of the difcafe, fhould direct 
the ufe of the lancet. 


Emetics have been given in fevers, either to 


excite full and frequently repeated vomiting ; or 
to produce naufea and ficknefs, with little or no 
vomiting. ‘The firft, he obferves, is neceflary to 
evacuate the fLomach, and emulge the excretories. 
In either way they tend to take off fpaim. But 
the latter, he alledges, is to be preferred, as not 
being attended with many inconveniencies and 
bad confequences which arife from full vomiting. 
Befides, naufeating dofes have the advantage of 
being more certain in their effects, of determi- 
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ning more powerfully to the furface, and of pro- 
ving laxative. In treating of particular emetics, 
lie prefers ipecacoanha for producing full vomit- 
ing, andthe antimonials for keeping up naufea. 
ile recommends emetic tartar as free from every 
inconvenience to which the other antimonials 
arc expofed. 


‘Camphor he efteems principally calculated for 
the cure of maniacal fevers. Catftor, faffron, va- 
lerian, and contrayerva, he rejects as totally ufe- 
lefs in all fevers. Saline draughts may, he thinks, 
act as diuretics and diaphoretics ; but have a ten- 
dency to promote putrefaction. He efteems vo- 
latile alkali the fafeft cordia!, and moft effectual 
antifpafmodic in fevers attended with great debi- 


lity. 


After thefe obfervations cn particular reme- 
dies, our author, in the twenty-firft {eétion, treats 
of a method of putting a {top to fevers at their 
commencement. For the removal of the fpafm, 
he thinks it neceflary to procure a general relaxa- 
tion of the capiilary or extreme veflels, and there- 
by an univerial perfpiration. For this purpofe, 
he advifes that warm bricks, fuddenly immerfed 


‘in water, and wrapt in flannel, fhould be applied 


to the feet and legs; and that tartar emetic, con- 


joined 
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joined with opium, fhould be adminiftred in fuch 
a manner as to produce vomiting. By this means, 
he alledges a final folution of fever will often be 
produced. In thofe cafes where it caufes only a 
remiflion, it affords a fair opportunity for throw- 
ing in the Peruvian bark, which may aimolt u- 
niverfally be done with faicty and benefit. In 
confirmation of this practice, the author, im. the 
twenty-fecond fection, fubjoins a few cafes which, 
were fuccefsfully terminated by the treatment 
here propofed, 
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VI. 


Difertatio Phyfica Experimentalis, de Calore Ani- 
malium. Auciore J. A. Braunio. Vid. Novi 


Commentaru Academae Scientiarum Imnperialis 


Petropolitanae,Tom. XIII. gto, Petropoli. 


HE author of this Ciffertation is already 
T well known to the Icar ed world, from he- 
ving produced fo great a decree of artificial cold 
as to congeal quick-filver. {n the eflay now be- 


fore us, he fets out with obferving, that the ex- 


tremes of heat and cold are entirely incapable of 
being meafured. Tie adds, that different bodies 
in nature vary much with regard to the degree of 


heat they poftcfs, but that living bodies, indepen- 


dent of their heat, as particles of matter, have 
an additional heat. ‘This heat, he obferves, is 
much varied in different animals; but, for mea- 
furing all the varieties which occur in it, no other 


infirument is neceflary, but a common thermo- 


meter. 
Our author, alter mentioning that the cher- 
mometer which he employed, was that of De 


lle, but that he has reduced all his obferva- 


tions to correfponaent degrees in Fahrenheit’s 
Icaicy as more geneity known, points 
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out feveral cautions which are neceflary for 
accurate obfervations ; particularly, that the ther- 
mometer be kept applied for a fufficient length 
of time; and that, in examining the heighth to 
which the mercury has arifen, the eye be _ 
horizontal to it. | 

With thefc precautions, he found that the heat 
of the human body is about 97 or 98 degrees 
Fahrenheit’s thermometer ; andthatthis heat 
is nearly the fame in all ages and fexes. Upon 
examining the heat of a calf, both by immerfing 
the thermometer into blood newly drawn, and by 
introducing it into an aperture of the abdomen, 
he found it at 104 degrees of Fahrenhcit’s ther- 
mometer. ‘The heat of a pig he found to be the 
fame with the calf, and that of a goat at ro1 de- 
erees. A thermometer placed between the 
thighs of a dog, pointed at 100 or 1013 to this 
hie thinks two ihould be added, as the difference 
becwbaxt the heat of furface, and that of the vifce- 
ra, which makes the heat of dogs 102 degrees. 
From thefe experiments it appears, that the heat 
of the humazn fpecies was lefs than that of any 
quadruped which he examined ; but that even 
the dulcrence between the extremes was not 
verv confiderable. 
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Among birds, he found greater excefs. above 
the heat of the human body. The heat in the 
abdomen of a goofe he found to be 1073. It 
was the fame in cocks, hens, ducks, pidgeons, 
peacocks, pheafants, and fome others. In fmaller 
birds, he found the heat 111 degrees. From 
thefe experiments it appears, that birds differ 
very little from each other in point of heat ; but 


that all of them confiderably ¢xcced the human 
body. 


Upon exaiuining a variety of thofe filhes which 
have gills in placeof lungs, Mr Braun found, that 
they had no heat peculiar to themfelves, but foon — 
affumed thetemperature of the medium in which 
they were kept, even when immerfed in water, 
of very different degrees of heat. But thofe fith- 
es which have lungs, he found, poffeffed nearly 
the fame degree of heat as quadrupeds. To the 
animals wanting native heat -he alfo refers, frogs, 
infects, and thofe animals which fleep during the 
winter, while they remain in a torpid ftate. 


Having related thefe obfervations refpecting 


the heat of men and other animals in a ftate of 
health, our author proceeds to obferve, that in 


both it is greatly varied by difeafe. In fevers, he 
has in general obferved the heat to be at 105, 
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6, 7,0r 8 degrees in Fahrenheit’s thermometer ; 
and, even in the cold fit of fevers, two or three 
degrees above the natural flandard. 

The author next proceeds to inquire what de- 


gree of heat and cold men are capable of bear- 


ing. Upon this fabjcet, he concludes, that the 


lumits compatible with fre are much diverfified 


from cuitom and other circunfances. Tie tells 


us that Richman in his baths could bear the heat 


at 125 degrees. “That the common heat of the 


Ruffian baths is 1067, and tic ereateft 116 de- 


grees 3 that dogs, when inciofed in baths, die at 
different degrees of heat, at 115, 120, and 1463 


that fifhes die at 111 degrees, though with that 


heat frogs ftill furvive. A fparrow, he tells us, 
died in feven minutes when kept in a heat ef 
146 degrees. Birds of paflage, according to our 
author, are able to bear extremes of cold 3 and 
infects, extremes both of heat and cold. 


Having related thefe obfervations, our author 
concludes the preient efflay with an inquiry con- 
cerning the theory of animal heat. He exa- 


mines particularly the opinions which fuppofe it 


owing to fermentation, electricity, and friction. 
The two former he rejects as hypothetical and 
unfatisfactory, and thinks it may with juftice be 
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VII. 


Experiences Chimigques fur la-bile de P Homme, et 


des Animaux, par M. Cadet. Vid. Hiftotre de 


P Academie Royale des Sciences, Année 1767. 


4to, Paris. 


ee examining human bile, Mr Cadet found, 

tliat, without being foctid, it exhaled a 
naufeous and very diiagreeabie fmell. When ex- 
pofed in aretort to a moderate fire, it rofe in large 
bubbles, and pafled almoft entirely into the recipi- 
ent ; but when, by a very flow evaporation, it was 
deprived of its air, it furnifhed, on diftillation, a 


confiderable quantity of water, a little volatile al- 


~ kali, and much animal oil. Spirit of falt poured 
upon it produced a flight efferveicence. This 
having fubfided, the mixture was filtrated and 
diluted with diflilled water ; it then formed atranf- 
parent liquor of £ beautiful green colour. Upon 


evaporating this liquor flowly, it yielded a faline 


pellicle, which being dried, mixed with quick-— 


lime, and moiftened with water, gave a very pun- 


gent fmell of volatile alkali. This, in the opinion 
of 
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of Mr Cadet, proves the pellicle to have been a 
true fal ammoniac, formed by the marine acid 
which was added to the bile, andavolatile alkali 
which the bile itfelf contained. 


In profecuting this inquiry, Mr Cadet was redu- 
ced to the neceffity of ufing ox bile, as he could 
not obtain human bile in fufficient quantity. 


Upon mixing the marine acid with twenty-four 
times its weight of ox bile, a coagulation infued, 
and a fenfible odour of hepar fulphuris exhaled ; 
but,in the fpace of a {ew minutes, this coagulum 
diffolved, and pafled eafily through gray pa- 
per; but there remained on the paper a whitith 
eelatinous matter, which had floated on the fur- 
face of the fluid. This appeared to be a fub- 
{tance purely animal, and, upon being burnt, gave 
the fame fmell as horn would have done. The fil- 
trated liquor was of a beautiful green colour, and 
gave, upon evaporation, a precipitate rcfembling 
pitch. This colour, however, depended upon | 
the continuity of parts ; for paper or white wood 
immerfed into it, were tinged of a green colour. 
This precipitate appeared under the finger like foft 
wax, and took eafily the impreffion of a feal. 


The 
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the liquor from which it was depofited, upon 
ftanding, loft its green colour, and aflumed a 
vellow, refembling fmall beer. To the tatte it 
was very acid, andthe fenfible qualities of the falt, 
which had been employed, could eafily be diftin- 
suifhed. When poured upon chalk, it produced 
a very briik effervefcence, from which Mr Cadet 
concluded that tne acid was ftill free. Upon the 
addition of new bile, the fame plracnomena were 
produced as at firft took place. By a fecond e- 
vaporation of the liquor, a white falt, in the form. 
of imall necdlcs, was obtained. Being poured 
olf trom any refiduum, and again evaporated, a 
pellicle of brown falt was formed, which had the 
tafte of cominon falt, decrepitated in the fire; and 
in every reipece appeared to be common fait ren- 
dered brown by an oily part which it obftinately 
vetained. This lait, Mr Cadet imagines. was for- 
med by the marine acid which he empicyed, join- 
cd to an alixali before exifting in tie bile. In 
thele experiments, he alfo difcovered car tals, of 
the figure of trapezia, refembling fugar of milk. 
The next experiments our author made, were 
with the nitrous acid; but the weather being in- 
tenfely cold, the bile which was brought him for 
thefe experiments was in a frozen flate; fo that 
Vou. |, he 
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which was obfervedin the former cafe. The au- 


ve 


hewss oplieed to cut the gall-bladder, in order to 


out. She ferum of the bile he found for- 
‘oecdinto thin flekes of ice, without colour, fmell, 


ortetic. The other part feemed to have ac- 


cured a confiftence thicker only than ordinary 


hile. In this ftate, it was put into a glafs veffel ; 


fririt of nitre was then poured upon it, which, by 2- 
citation, gradually acquired a red colour approach- 
ing to violet. But, as the ice melted, it became 


by degrees of a grey colour; at this Mr Cadet 
was furprized. He fufpected, however, it might | 


arife from the ice being fuddenly melted ; and, up- 
on repeating the experiment more flowly, the mix- 
ture took a beautiful green colour. 


This liquor, upon being hitrated, left the fame 
gelatinous fubltance, upon the paper, as in the for- 
mer experiment, in which the marine acid had 
been ufed. When the nitrous acid was mixed 
with the bile, a naufeous difagreeable fmeil arofe ; 
not, however, like that of hcpar fulphuris, 


thor is of opinion, that the fmell in the firft expe- 
periment might have been owing to a beginning 
putrefcency in the bile; wh: ee in this cafe was 


prevented, from its being frozen. 


This liquor, upon evaporation, gave no refi- 
nous precipitate, as in the firit experiment. On 
the 
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the contrary, there arofe to the furface a yellow 

efinous fubftance which felt foft tothe touch, and 
adhered to the fingers, if they were not wet. 
This liquor appeared of a beautiful yellow citron 


colour. The abfence of green Mr Cadet afcribes to 


a fubtile phlogifton, being, in this cafe, carried off 
fromthe bile by the nitrous acid, which he imagines 
had efcaped the marine acid in the firft experiment. 
This liquor was vcry acid and very tranfparent. 
When evaporated in a glafs veflel to one third, it 
yielded quadrangular cryftals. Upon continuing 
the evaporation, there arofe more of the yellow 
refinous fub{tance ; and the liquor, upon being al- 
lowed to cool, yielded new quadrangular cryftals, 
and another falt of the form of necdles, which 
adhered ftrongly to the fides of the vetlel. 


The quadrangular falt here found, our au- 
thor alledges, was true quadrangular nitre, formed 
by the nitrous acid which was added to the bile, 
and the bafe cf marine falt cxifling in it. He fup- 
pofes that the common falt which is contained in 
our aliment, is decompofed in the body ; that the 
acid joins a volatile alkali there prefent ; and that 
the bafe, becoming free, unites itfelf with the ani- 
mal oil, to form this fpecies of foap, called bile. 


After this, Mr Cadet dried fome bile ; upon 
calcining it, he found that it gave a fmell like he- 
par 
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par fulphuris ; and the afhes being wathed yielded 
a falt, perfectly refembling that which is got from 


the fea plant Kali. This falt was faturated with: 


Vitriolic acid; and the mixture, upon cryftalli- 
zation, yielded a fine glauber falt, which our au- 
thor confiders as a farther proof, that the bafe of 
common falt is always prefent inthe bile. - 
From thefe experiments, Mr Cadet concludes, 
1/?, That the bile, having undergone a beginning 
putrefadtion, yields a volatile alkali, which proba- 
bly does not exift in the animal body, and that - 


this volatile alkali will form, witli the marine acid, | 
akind of fal ammoniac. 


| odly, That the mineral acids, at firft, coagulate 
the bile, but afterwards render it fufficiently fluid 
to pafs through grey paper, which it will not na- 
turally do. 
3dly, That the needle-like falts, which he found, 
are produced by the combination of the acids 
with a calcareous earth prefent in the bile, and 


are true felenites. To thefe our author a- 


{cribes the origin of biliary concretions. 


-gthly, That the chryftals which he obferved of 


ule form of trapezia, differ very little from fugar 


of milk, 


And 
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And, finally, That the bile is a true foap, form- 
ed of an animal oil, and the alkaline bafe of fea 


falt; that it contains alfo a falt of the nature 

of milk ;and a calcareous earth, which is flightly — | 

ferruginous, 

_ The author thinks it probable, that thefe two laft. 

principles, together with the nature of the oil, are 
| the caufes of the bitternefs and colour which the 
oe poffeffes ; and which are not found in ordina- 
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An Analifis of ibe Chalybeate Waters of Briftol, 
in Penfylvania, in two Letters from Yr John 
de Normandie of Briltol, addreffed to Dr Vho- 
mas Bonde, one of the Vice-Prefidents of the 
Anerican Philofophical Society, held at Phiia- 
delphia. Vid. Tranfactions of the American 
Philefophical Society. Vol. I. gto, Vhiladel- 


i tuefe letters the author endeavours to afcer- 
tain the principles with which the waters of 


 Briftol in Penfylvania are impregnated, and to 


point out the purpofes to which they can be ap- 


_ plied in the cure of difeafes. The firft letter con- 


tains feven experiments, from which our author 
concludes, that the water he defcribes contains, 
in its natural ftate, a large proportion of iron dif- 


folved in pure water, by means of an acid. The 


effeéts which follow from drinking it, he alledges, 


are the following. It quickens the pulfe ; excites: 


an agreeable warmth in the ftomach ; promotes 
the 
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the appetite ; and occafions a flow of Spirits and 
great chearfulneds, 


‘Lhe fecond letter contains nine experiments. 
From the firft five of thefe, our author draws the > 
fame conclufions with regare to the principles cf 
the waters, as before. T'rom the fixch, he con- 
cludes, that they contain a {mail portion of a neu- 
tralfalt ; from the feventh and cighth, that they 
are impregnated with fulphur; and from the 
ninth, that they tend to an alkaline nature. In 
this letter, he adds, that they act as a quick diu- 
retic; that, at firft drinking, they generally prove 


cathartic, and always tinge the excrements black ; 

that, from the {tate of the ftomach, they Sieaa: 

times prove emetic; that, in fome cafes, they 

[ produce a momentary intoxication ; and that : 
: they communicate an immediate ftrength and vi- e 
; cour to the whole fyftem. 


ve 


From thefe effects, our author sliediges it might : 
reafonably be concluded, that they would be ~ 


highly beneficial in many difeafes. But, as a 
farther teft of their utilitv, he fubjoins ten cafes, 
in which he employed them with advantage. 


From thefe he concludes, that they are a fafe 


: and active chalybeate ; and that they may be em- 
ployed 
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ployed with particular advantage in old obftinate 


coughs. even when attended with hectic com- 
andinail nervous diforders arifing from 


re;anation. 


1X. 


A Caje of Tetanus and Licked Jaw, cured by ama= 
mazing quantities of Opium ; by Dr Archi-_ 


bald Gloiter of St John’s, Antigua : communi- 
cated to John Morgan, M.D. and 


and by him laid before the American ophi- 


cal Socrety. Vide Tranfactions of the American 


Philofophical Society. Vol. I. gto, Philadel- 


HE fubjec&t of this cafe was a Negro;:forty 


years of age. He was feized with tetanus 
from imprudent expofure to night-air, after ha- 
ving fuffered exceflive heat in the day-time. Dr 
Glofter faw him the fecond day after the attack, 


at which time his fymptoms were very fevere. 


He immediately had recourfe to opium, which 
was 


uicers 5. IN inveterate rheumatifms in violent. 
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was given to the quantity of five grains every 


third hour, in a powder, conjoined with contra- 
yerva, camphor, and nitre. The dofe of the 


opium was afterwards much increafed. It 
was united with cinnabar and musk, and at — 


lait given to the extent of twenty grains 
every third hour. Yor the firft fix days he 
continued without any relief; after this, his 
{ymptoms began gradually to abate, and, in thir- 
tecn days longer, were fo much diminifhed, that 
it was thought unneceffary to continue his medi- 
cines. During the courfe of this difeafe, be- 


fides the powders with opium, Dr Glofter em- | 


ployed baths, fomentations, liniments, clyfters, 
and friction. It is very remarkable that, during 
the firft feventeen days, after this patient began 
the opium, he took fifteen hundred grains of it 


_ without producing any difturbance in his mind, 

or the leaft affection of his head; and, during 
all this time, flept extremely little. The author 

_ farther obferves, that the opium was, to appear- 


ance, good ; and, when given in common dofes, 
had the ufual effects of opium, in every other in- 
ftance. 
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X. 


An Account of the Effects of the Stramonium, or 

Thorn-Apple. By Benjamin Rufh, M.D. Pro- 
feffor of Chemiftry in the College of Phila- 
delphia. Vide Tranfactions of the American 
Philofophical Society. Vol. 1. 4to, Philadel- 
phia. 


sR RUSH was called to a child, be- 
bD tween three and four years of age, which 
he found affected with a violent fever, deliri- 
um, tremors in her limbs, and a general erup- 
tion on her fkin, accompanied with confiderable 
{welling, itching, and inflammation. After try- 
ing fome remedies in vain, he had at length reafon 
to fufpect that ler complaints might proceed — 
from having fwallowed fome feeds of the thorn- 
apple. Upon this, he gave her an emetic, which 
operated brifkly, without bringing away any 
thing but phlegm. A purgative, however, of o- 
leum ricini, and fweet oil, brought away a great 
number of the feeds. It was repeated for feveral 
days fucceflively, with the fame effect, and con- 
fiderable relief; but, from the continuance of the 
coms 
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complaints, he fufpected that fome feeds were 
{till lodged in the ftomach. He had recourfe, — 
therefore, to ftronger emetics than the firft. One 


of thefe brought up above eighty feeds, and ano- 


ther above twenty more. Upon this, all her 


complaints vanifhed, and in a few days fhe was 
perfectly well. 


From this cafe, the author deduces two obfer- 
vations: He is of opinion that it proves, 1/7, 
That a wonderful connection fubfilts between 


the furface of the body and the alimentary canal. 
_2dly, That emetics, when given to evacuate the 
contents of the ftomach, although they operate 


brifkly, may not always be attended with the de- 
fir ed effect, 


XI. Differta- 
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Differtatio Medica Inauguralis, de Zinco, ejufque 
Florum Uf Medico, Obfervationibus confirmato. 
 Auctore Jacobo Hart. gto, Lugd. Bat. 


N this differtation, the author propofes to con- 
firm the medical virtues afcribed to the flow- 
ers of zinc, by Dr Gaubius in his Adverfaria. 
His obfervations on this fubje&t are divided into 
three chapters. In the firft of thefe, he treats of 
the nature and origin of zinc in general; in the 
fecond, of the preparation and properties of its 
flowers; and, in the third, of their ufe in medi- 
cine, principally when taken internally. — 


He fets out with obferving, that zinc is a femi- 
metal fur generis, endowed with properties fufli- 
cient to diftinguifh it from every other, It has 
been divided, from the places in which it was’ 
found, into the German and Indian. But he 
obferves, that it is alfo to be met with in many 
other countries. With regard to the origin of 
zinc, our author obferves, that it is moft com- 
monly obtained from the Lapis Calaminaris, or 
Cadmia. On this account, Dr Gaubius has af- 


fixed 
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fixed the generic name of Cadmia to all the mi- 
nerals in which zinc is found in its native ftate. 
Thefe he. has diftributed into five {pecies, in his 
colleGtion of minerals. 1. Cadmia calciformis, 
2. Cadmia vitrefcens. 3. Cadmia micacea. 4. 
Cadmia metallica. 5. Cadinia fornacum. Our 
author prefents us with a fhort defcription of each — 
of thefe, and an account of the places in which 
they are principally found. He next enumerates 
the principal properties of zinc as a metal, and 
the marks by which it may be diftingiufhed from 
_bifmuth and antimony, the fubitances with which 
it is moft apt to be confounded. But, for a par- 
ticular account of its natural hiftory, he refers his 
readers to Geoffroy, Hellot, Malouin, Pott, 
Margraff, and others, who have treated of it at 
great length. 

In the fecond chapter, our author treats of 
the flowers of zinc, of the method of preparing 
them, and of their properties. Thefe flowers, 
he obferves, are the proper metallic earth of the 
zinc, deprived of its phlogilton. They are ob- 
tained in fublimation, either by the addition of 
other bodies to the zinc, or by the force of fire 
alone, without any addition. The author de- 
{cribes, from Dr Gaubius, the moft fimple procefs 

for 
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for obtaining them inthe laft of thefe ways. Care 
muft be taken, he obferves, that the fire be not 
too ftrong; that free communication be allowed 
with the external air, but that all quick motion 
in it be guarded againft; and that, in removing 
the flowers, none of the crude metal be taken up 
along with them. ‘Thefe flowers, when properly 
- prepared, are whitith coloured, to the touch fa- 
ponaceous, without either fmell er tafte, and fpe- 
cifically lighter than zine itfelf. In the fire they 
are fixed, the only influence it exerts upon them — 
being that of changing their colour from a whi- 
tith to 2 yellowith caft. They are diffolved by 
all acids, but not by water or oil. From thefe 
properties, Dr Hart concludes, that the flowers 
of zinc differ very widely from arfenic, although 
fome have fuppofed them to be much of the 
fame nature; that they agree more. with abfor- 
bent earths, but differ from them in {till retain- 
ing the principle of zinc ; and that they are the 

eal cathy principle, which, properly united 
phlogifton, conftitutes zinc. 


This chapter !s concluded with fome obfervations 
en Nihil or Pompholyx, which Dr Hart imagines 
difers nothing from the. flowers of zinc. He ad- 
viles, however, that, for medical purpofes, the 

flow- 


hal 
2 4 
i< 
4 
t 
; 
- 
4 
Se 
¥ 
*@ 
3 
3 
4 
if 
> 
5 
of 
| 
- 
4 
{ 
« 
.= 
5 
j 


COMMENTARIES, 


flowers of zinc fhould always be emp'oyed ; as 


genuine nihil is rarely to be met with in the 
fhops. 


In the third chapter, Dr Hart treats of the ufe 
of the flowers of zinc in medicine. He obferves, 
that they have long been ufed externaily, princi- 
pally for inflammations of the eyes from acrid 
lymph ; ; but that they had never been advifed in- _ 
ternally by any one, except Glauber, till Dr Gau- 
- bius difcovered them to be the remedy employed 
by the famous empiric Luddemannus, under the | 
title of /una fixata. After this he exhibited 
them, with fuccefs, in the cure of convulfive and 
fpafmodic difeafes. Dr Hart imagines, that, in the 
_cure of thefe difeafes, they operate upon two prin- 

ciples, either as abforbents, or as poffeffing a pe- 
-culiar fpecific power ; but, whatever may be their 
mode of operation, he obferves, that there can be 
no dcubt with regard to their antifpafmodic pow- 
ers ; to confirm which, he here fubjoins feven 
cafes in which they were ufed. 


‘the firft cafe Dr Hart relates, is that of a girl 
{eventeen years of age, Hie. from a fright, was 
feized with convu five anc fpafinocic affections, 
who were fucceeded ot her whole 
bouy, paves the This 

dlifeafe, 
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difeafe, our author obferves, might juftly ve term- 
ed a flight chorea fandtiVitz. On the fixth day 


after the attack of this complaint, fhe was put up- 


on the flowers of zinc, four grains of which: 
were divided into fix powders ; of thefe powders, 


three were directed to be taken every day. From 
ufing them, her fymptoms were confiderably di- 


minifhed, without any uneafinefs being produced. 


This fuccefs encouraged Dr Van Doeveren, who — 


treated the cafe, to increafe the dofe. To two 
drachms of fugar, therefore, finely powdered, he 
added twelve grains of the flowers of zinc, and 
had it divided into as many powders. Three of 
thefc powdcrs wére ordered to be taken every day : 
By the time they were finifhed, her complaints 
were intirely gone. 


Some months after, this patient, from a fudder 
fright, was again feized with her former complaints; 


but, upon taking four grains of the flowers of zinc, 
divided into ten powders, they were perfeétly re- 
moved. 

The two next cafes fell under the obfervation 


— of Dr Gaubius, fince the publication of his Adver- 
faria, and are delivered by ourauthor in the words. 


of Dr Gaubius himfelf. The jr/? is, the 
cafe 
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cafe of a boy about four years of age, who labour- 
ed under arcal epileply, fufnected to be heredita- 
ry, as his grandfather was much affected with 
that difeafce, and three children of the fame farni- 
ly had died: of it. After many otiter reed: es had 
been tried in vain, Dr Gaubius ordered him the 
flowers of zinc; thefe he took to the quantity of 
one grain twice a-day ; and, from the ufe of them, 
was perfectly recovered. 


The fecond cafe by Dr Gaubius, 1s that of a 
man about fifty years of age, who, from a high 
degree of vexation, was thrown into fuch vicient 
convulfions, as to be threatned with. immediate 
fuifocation. Upon a vein being opened, and o- 
ther remedies adminiftred, the fit, at that time, 
went off ; but, in about two wecks after, it re- 
turned with as great violence as before, and at- 
tacked him even twice in one night. To this pa- 
tient, a grain of the flowers of zinc was given c- 
very two hours ; after this, he had no return of 
his fits. Dr Gaubius farther obferves, that he 
has ufed the flowers of zinc, in cafes of chincough, 
of hyiteric hiccough, and of the fpafmus cynicus. 
Tle adds, that they frequently did more than any 

Vou. |. other 
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other medicine ; but thatthey were by no means 
ducceisiul in every cafe. 


~The fourth cafe which is here related, is one 

which was treated by our author himfelf,. 
: man, thirty-two years of ave, was, from a fricht, 
jeized with convulfions and fpafms attacking diffe- 

rent parts of her body. After trying other remedics 
in vain, recourfe was had to the flowers of zinc. | 

Of this remedy fhe took five grains a-dav, in do- 

fes of one grain each. From the time fhe began 

medicine, her convulfions gradually diminifh- 

ed, and in four days ceafed entirely. Still, how- 


if ever, fhe was affected with headach, though Iefs 
j violent than before; and, upon continuing the 
medicine a few days longer, this alfo entirely 
ceafed. 


The three laft cafes here narrated were commu- 
nicated to our author, by Dr Stolte. 


To a cil of twelve years of age, who labour- 
ed under aconvulfive difeafe, creatly refembling e- 
pilepfy, a grain of the flowers of zinc was ordered 
to be given every morning. After the fecond dofe, 
her fpafms were confiderably decreafed, and, af- 
ter the fourth, were intirely gone. 
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To a girl, feventeen years of age, labouring un- 
derafimilar diforder, the zinc was adminiftred 
m the faine dofes. After the fecond dofe, her 


complaints were a good deal abated 5 and, by the 


time fhe had continued it twenty mornings, they 
intircly ceafed. 

A boy fifteen vears of age, froma fudden fricht, 
was feized with direful affections of the ner- 
vous fyficm, Wear, anger, weeping, laughing, 
finging, hiccups, barking, tremblings, convuifions, 
and tetanus followed each other in quick fuccef 
fion. After other remed’es had been tried in vain, 
Dr Stoite prefcribed the flowers of zinc. ‘The 
boy took a grain of this every day for two months 
with remarkable relief, although it did not pro- 
duce a perfect cure. After finishing the narration 
of thefe cafes, our author concludes with obfer- 
ving, that if, from more numerous trials, the uti- 
iity of this medicine be {till farther confirmed by 
others, it will not only afford him great pleafure, 
but be an inducement to him hereafter to work 


upon the fame fubject. 


F 2 XI. Biblice 
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% & VE are here prefented w ith the firft part of 
adarge and what will ungueftionably 


be a uletu lwork. Dr Mali er intends to vive an 


hificrical account of all the books hitherto w rit- 


ten enthe diferent branches of medicine and na- 
tural hiftery; and to citer his opinion with regard 
¢o their merit. About twenty years ago, he pu- 


—bithed an cdition of Boerhaave’s method of 


dying phytic; to which he added very large notes. 


Thefe notes were, in fome rcfrc és, fimilar to the 
work which he has now undertaken. ‘T here, 


however, he labeured under a great difadva antage, 


trom being Pg to follow the plan of another 


writer. In this work, nig order which he pro- 


poics to follow, is, Ar/?, to give an account of the 


books written on botany ; next on anatomy ; then 
onfurecry 5 aftcrwards on the practice oi 
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and, laity, on there branches af philofophy mot 
intimately connected with medictuc. 

Of this work two volumes only are yet pa- 
blifhed. In thefe, the aur! r completes bis ac- 
count of the books on et Dr Haller has 
clafled the botanic writers according to the pe- 
riods at wich ie wrote. He has divided this 


part into ten books, cig ht ‘of which are in the 


firft volume, and two im the fecond. Each book 


contains an account of the writings of a clafs of 


botanifts,  TVhe whofe WItINgs are - 


treated ofin.the firtt book, Dr Haller terms, the 


Autores Graeci. Under this title are compre- 
hended ail the botanilts, trom the earhett period of 


the tcience, to the days ot Nicolaus Alexandrinus. 
Lhis book, thercrore, contains an account of the 
writings of all the ancient eminent botanifts, both 
Greek and Roman. An account of the writings 
of the Arabian botanilts is the fubject of the fe- 


cond book. Few authors of note are compre- 


hended under this pericd. ‘the gencral charac- 
ter which Dr Haller gives of them ts, that they 
did litle more than opy Dictcocides, whom they 
never underitood. He remerks, that they were 
entirely ignorant of the Latin auciors, aud that, 

although the works of Pliny «vere tranilated int 
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Arabian, he has never been able to find him 
cited by any of them. 


Of exstnence are the authors whofe | 
writincs are treated of in the frcond beek. Vhele 
Dr Haile 
sets irom the former clafs. Wuth the fail 


ef the Roman empire m the Weil, the arts and _ 


terms the as being mere 


fciences were alio rumed. The enly remains 
of learning were preferved among the monks, 
who, irom theirlaws and inititutions, were fo ihut 
up in Cloviters, that they had no opportunity of 
confuiting nature. Hence, it is not furprifing 


that they did lithe mere than copy the Arabians 


In the fifteenth century, fciences in general 


began to be revived in Lurope. With this pe- 


riod Dr Haller begins that clafs of botaruits whom 


he terms the /nfauratores ; under which title he 
~~ ancludes all the botanits till about the middle of 


the fixteenth century. Of their writings we have 
an account in the fourth book. ‘The next clafs 
of botanic writers Dr Haller terms the Jnvents- 
res. ‘To this clafs are referred thofe botanifts 


who flourifhed from the middle of the fixteenth, 
till about the beginning of the feventeenth centu- 


ry. The authors of whofe writings wehave an ac- 
count 
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count in the fixth book, are termed the Colleéfo- 
res, under which title are comprehended the bo- 
-tanifts for a period of about thirty years after the 
clofe of the fixteenth century. At the head of 
this lift ftand the Bawhins, whofe mezit, accord- 
ing to our author, well intitles thein to begin a 
period in botany. After this, Dr Haller diftin- 
cuifhes his periods by the names of eminent bc- 
tanifis, and, in the feventh book, gives us an ac- 
count of the writings in botany which were pu- 
lidhed from the period of the Bauhins, to the 
time of Rav, whofe firft work appeared in the 
year 1660. ‘The cighth book, which concludes 
the firft volume, contains an account of the bo- 
tanic writing, from the firft publication by Ray, © 
till the time of Tourncfort. During the former 
period, botany had been ercatly retaraed by the 
wars in which Europe was engaged, and the po- 
verty to which it was reduced. During this pe- 
riod, from the reftoration of peace, the eftablifh- ° 
ment of academies and of public gardens, its pro- 
erefs was great and rapid. 


Dr Haller begins his ninth book with an ac- 
count of the writings of Tournefort, whofe firft 
attempts in the botanic way appcared in the Me- 


moirs of the Royal Acadeiiy of Sciences at Paris, é 
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inthe year 1692. Inthus book, he gives an ac- 
count of all the botanical publications, from the 
period at which it commences, till the time of 
Linnacus, who firlt publifned on botany in the 
1732. Lhe writings of thofe botanilts who 
pubiithed from that date, till the year 1772, are 
the fubject of the tenth book, which concludes 
the Bibliotheca Botanica. 


_ From what has already appeared of this work, 
it muft, when completed, be highly ufctul, as it 
will afford a full view of all the affiflance which 
can be had in fludying any medical fubject. From 
its nature, howcver, it does not admit of being — 
abridged; and it might be fuppofed, fcarcely to 

tall under the plan of a work, the purpofe of 
which is, to collect difcoveries and improvements. 
But, even the fhort account here given of it 
may afford fome fatisfaction to thofe who have 
had no opportunity of fecing the work itfelf. 
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Medical Obfervations. 


An uncommon Tumour on the Thigh, fuccefsfully exe 
tirpated, by Dr Maac Hall, Phyfcian at Peters- 


burgh in Virginia, communicated to Dr Duncan, 


Woman aged 46, about feven months 

A ago, firft difcovered a {mall hard tumour 
below the fkin on the outfide of her right thigh. 
It increafed gradually, till it felt to be about the 
fize of a pigeon’s egg. Its growth then feem- 
ed to itop for feveral weeks. During this time 
it occafioned no pain, nor any kind of uneafinefs, 
and appeared to be quite detached from the 
mufcles and the common integuments. While 
it was in this flate, it unfortunately received a 
blow, which was followed by confiderable pain 
Shooting 
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fhooting upwards and downwards along the thigh, 
and by fome degree of inflammation. After this” 
it increafed quickly in fize, and feemed to be en- 


_tirely fixed in its place. ‘Phe {kin over it grew 


red and tenfe, and the pain became daily more 
intolerable. Some honeift neighhours, imagining 


‘it to be a common boil, advifed, that fuch fub- 


{tances fhould be applied to it as they thought 
would bring it foon to fuppuration. According- 
ly, turpentine, united with fome other ingredi- ue 


ents, was for this purpofe. This application 


had foon the defired effeet; the fkin over the tu- 


-mour was limmediatcly broken. But, inftead of 


weil concocted pus in a large quantity, nothing | 
was difcharged buta little thin foetid ichor. And, 
from the bottom of the ulcer thus formed, a fub- 
ftance refembling tungous flefh, but in its colour 
rather more black, began ta fprout up. This 
grew very faft, and every thing which the know- 
ledge of common people could fuggett with a view 
of checking it, upon trial, proved ineffectual. In 


about five months it increafed to fuch a degree, 
that the excrefcence which could be feen raifed 


above the fkin would, it was imagined, have 
weighed four or five pounds. ‘Till this time, fhe 
had enjoyed tolerable health; her menfes, and 
| other 
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other evacuations, continuing regular as ufual, 
But, the ftate of her complaint, now confining her 
| clofely to the houfe, fhe became fomewhat low- 
fpirited. This was followed by flight paroxy{fms 
of a hectic fever; lofs of appetite; want of reft ; 
and other fymptoms threatning danger. All her 
relations began then to think her in imminent 
hazard. As no medical afliftance was at hand, 
they applied to a practitioner who lived at a con- 
fiderable diftance. He, at that time, happened 
to be fo much indilpoicd, that he could not go 
to fee her; but he defired that fhe might be fent 
to him, which was accordingly done. Upon exa- 
mining the fize of the excrefcence, and confider- 
ing its nature, he aflured her relations, that he 
durft not attempt extirpating it, as he was con- 
vinced a hemorrhage would neceffarily follow 
the operation, which fhe could not furvive. She 
was therefore fent home again, withthe melancho- 


ly profpect of certain death, at the end of a pain- 
ful, and, perhaps, tedious illnefs. 


While fhe was in this fituation, I was fent for 
to give my opinion concerning her complaint. 
When I examined the excrefcence, I did not ap- 
prehend fo great danger from taking it off as had. 
been 
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been reprefented. I was informed that an attempt 
had been made to remove it by a ligature; but 


that it gave her fuch excruciating pain as fhe 
was unable to endure. I therefore dropt all 
hopes of fuccecding by that means, and refolved 
to truft to the knife alone. When I declared 


brought me under the necellity of perfo ming 
the operation. It was a piece of plain diflection, 
and the hemorrhage by no means confiderable. I 
found it neceflary to {top two blood-veflels only, 
by means of the needle. When the tumour 
was entirely removed, tne wound upon the thigh 
was about five inches broad, and of an oval fi- 
gure. The tumour itfelf was fimilar in appearance | 
to the lungs, infarcted with blood, in the flate in 


which they may be feen on diffection in peripneu- 
monic cafes. It extended over a much larger 
compaf: than its bafe, and bore a faint refem- 
blance to a mufhroom ; but its furface and fides 
were very uneven and irregular. I drefled the 
| = wound with dry lint, and did not remove the 
dreffings for two days. When I then examined 
it, L found that two protuberances, each about 
the fize of a fmall nut, had grown near half an 
inch above the furface of the wound. This much 
difcouraged me, as it threatned a renewal of the 
excre- 
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excrefcence. lapplicdthe merc. praecip. rub. to 
thefe protuberances; but it had no efed in re- 
ducing them. | had. then recourfe to burnt alum ; 
but the pain it occafioned was fo great, that. fhe 
was unable to endure it. But, as it feemed to 
have the defired effe&, I was unwilling to relin- 
quifh its ufe. I therefore delayed the dreflings 
! till bed-time; and, when I applied the alum, I 
gave her, at the fame time, an_ opiate in a full 


dofe. By this means fhe was fenfible of little 

pain, and commonly flept well ; while, at the e 
fame time, the alum had the defired effeét in ief- 
fening the protuberances. When I left her, they 

were much diminifhed, though not entirely gone. 
| But, Iam fince informed, that they are fcarce ob- 
| fervable, and that the wound is healing faft. Be- 
fore the operation, ordercd her fome Peruvian 
: bark, which fhe continued to take for fome time oe 
aiter tt.. Her hectic lymptoms are now entirely 
gone ; and, exccpting the fmall part of the wound 
an her thigh, which {till remains to be fkinned o- 


ver, fhe is, in every refpe@, in perfect health. 
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Tl. 
The Cafe of a Woman who pit up, from her lungs, 
a great Quantity of pure Bute, by the late Dt 
Thomas Simfon, Profeffor of Medicine in the 


Univerfity of St Andrew's, communicated to Dr 
Monro. | 


N ulcer, either in the lungs, liver; or dia- 


phragm, is always attended with great 
danger. In what ftate then muft that perfon be, 
who has all the three affected at the fame time, 
andin the worff manner ? The following cafe, 
however, affords an example of a perfon thus af- 
fected being perfectly recovered. 

In the beginning of Junc 1756, Margaret Fal- 
coner, a woman about thirty years of age, applied 
for my advice. Six years before that, when en- 
gaged in hard work, fhe was feized with a violent 


pain in her right fide, about the middle of the 


falfe ribs. ‘This was attended with a fevere cough, 
of which fhe had feldom been free fince that 
time. Notlong before Iwas confulted, upon ri- 
ding feveral miles on horfeback again{t the wind, 

| fhe 
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5 


fhe was feized witha fit of coughing particularly 
fevere, and expectorated fome pieces of knotty, 
coagulated, yellow coloured matter, refembling 
the yolk of an egg hard roafted. After this, 
her pain and breathlefluefs were for fometime con- 
fiderably relieved. A few days before, I was fent 
for, upon fome violent motion, ‘matter fimilar to 
the former was again expectorated. When I firft 
vifited her, {he was conitantly difcharging by her 


mouth a great quantity of pure bile. ‘This fhe {pit 


up with, very little cough, and fo eafily, that | had 
fome doubt whether it came from the lungs or {to- 
mach ; I was particularly inclined to the latter o- 
pinion, from her having fome tendency to vomit. 
‘To determine this, I ordered her a dofe of Glau- 
ber’s falt ; but there was no appearance of bile in 
the {tools fhe had from it, although, at this time, 
fhe was difcharging it in mouthfuls of a deep yel- 


low colour, and of aftrong bitter tafte. This dif-_ 


charge was fo conftant, that fhe could fleep but 
little in the night. I then ordered her to be 
bound as tight round the region of the liver as 
fhe could eafily bear, and to drink plentifully eve. 
ry day of Harifeli-paw-water. This courfe fhe 
continued for three weeks, without any relief, 


ccharging every day not lefs than three pounds 


of 
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of bile. In this fituation, I put her upon Peruvian — 
bark. In eight days, this had fuch an effect upon 
her fpitting, that fhe did not difcharge above eight 


ounces in the courfe of twenty-four hours. But the 
matter which fhe fpit up fil continued to be 
—-ropey, bitter, frothy, and of a deep yellow colour. 
| On this diminution of the difcharge, 1 ordered 
her to drink fait-water ; which, after three days, 


| forced a purging of bilious foetid watery ftuff. 
-_ This purging continucd for fome days, although 
| fhe drank no more of the water. By the time 
} a it ceafed, the was almoft entirely free both of 
{pitting and cough. After this, fhe flept well in 


the night, and ‘gradually recovered her former 
Rrength. | 

t From confidering the above cafe, I am inclined 
to belicve, that, in this woman, the liver, dia-— 
puragm, and lungs were cohcrent and ulcerated. 
i} | The Peruvian bark probably contributed to ftrait- 
en the paflage between the lungs and _ liver, 
ja which tlie greateit ulceration feemed to have 
taken place. By this means i gave an opportu- 
nity to the fea-watcr to force a paflage for the 
bile into the inteftines, by the common dutt, 
i which had been obilructed. 
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A Fracture of the Skull, with the lof of part of 
the Subjtance of the Brain, cured by Dr Ro- 


bert Maclagan, at Csaltulach ; communicated to 
Dr Hope. | 


fummer, in the middie of June, 1 was 
called to fee a boy about ten years of age, — 
yi had been gored in the head by a bull. One 

of the bull’s horns had entered about half an inch 
below the upper part of the right temporal bone, 
and raifed a piece of the fkull, about two inches 
in length, and an inch in breadth, which confilted 
of part of the parietal and temporal bones of the 
right fide. - The dura and pia mater were both 
torn. ‘This I eafily difcovered, although the in- 
teguments were fwelled, by introducing a probe, 
the end of which brought out part of the fub- 
{tance of the brain. Several fplinters of the fkull 
were flicking in the brain. Thefe I extracted by 
a pair of forceps. Another part of the fku!! was 
railfed upon one fide, but united at the other, 
This | attempted to reduce to its natural pofition, 


but could not wholly effect it. 1 did not fee him 
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acain til the fourth day alter the accident hap- 


pened, There was then fome protrufion of the 


brein at thewound. "This protrufion increafed 


| | from the fourth till the fourteenth day. At that 
time it had rifon to the heighth of an inch, or ra- 
ther more, above the fkull, and was fo extended 
i. and {pread out in all directions, as to be about the 
Cra goote ese. | 

In the treatment of this cafe, my chicf aims 
| were to moderate the fever, and to keep the dif- 
erent exerctions from the body in their natural 


ftate. I attempted by bleeding, purgatives, 


and cooling regimen. I at the fame time ap- 
plied externally fpirit of mindereri to abate the 
inflammation and fwelling, vhich were become 
pretty general upon the right fide of the head, 
before my arrival. ‘The fubflance of the brain 


pues 


{ dretied with dry lint. From profecuting this 


courle, it {oon began to fkin over at the edges; 
and, in proportion as the fkin approached, that 


i | part of the brain which had protruded, fuppurated, 

a: : and dropt off in pretty large pieces. In two 

1 months it was completely fkinned over, and the | 
| boy perfectly well. He flill continues fo; only 
| there is a fmall protuberance on the cranium, at j 
i that part where I could not reduce the bone to its 
| |  gpatural! fituation. 
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Medical News 


OME months ago, Mr Hewfon of London 
read a lecture, in which he explained fome 


phyfiological difcoveries, which he imagincs he 


has made, refpecting the formation of the red 
globules of the blood, the ufe of the fpleen, thy- 
mus, lymphatic glands, and lymphatic vcficls. 
‘The following account, although probably in ma- 
ny refpects imperfect, miay give fome idea of his 
opinion. 

With regard to the ftructure of the lymphatic 
glands, he alledges, that, although they have the 
- appearance of being cellular, yet all of them con- 
fift principally,and many of them entirely, of con- 
voluted lymphatic veffels. From thefe glands, 


upon the flighteft incifion, he obferves, that a 
whitifh coloured fluid, containing a number of fo- 


lid particles, may be fqueezed out. 


The thymus, he alledges, is a lymphatic seid, 
fupplied with a great number of arterics, veins, 
lymphatics, and nerves ; and,in its ftructure, ve- 
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ry fimilar to the lymphatic glands. has aio a 
cellusar from which, upon incifion, a 
whith coloured fluid may be fqueezed out. As it. 
in aduits, ue concludes, that then it 
ither becomes unneceflary, or that fome othcr 


n fup plics its place, 


As the frleen is very generally found in the he 
ving he tiers, that it is an organ of creat 
Importance. From its being taxcn cut without 
inconvemence, he funpofes that fomething elfe 


in the fyitem is capable of performing its tunc- 

| tions. He rejects the fuppofition of its being fub- 
| fervient to the liver, for the formation of bile, be- 
| caufe iluids of greater confequence in the oce- : \ 
conomy are prepared by one organ. Its ftruc- | | 
ture, he obferves, is very analogous ta that of the : | 

lymphatic glands ; it has fome nerves; it has a great 
: number of blood-velels, but it abounds particu- 
| Jarly with lymphatics. From the tendernefs of 
| its veffels, a miftaken appearance of cells has been 
formed. It has cells, however, which belong 
entirely to the lymphatic fyftem, and which can 
be detected only by injecting the lymphatics, con- 
| _ trary to thedirection of their courfe. From the fi- 
milarity in the itruCture of the fpleen and thymus, 
he concludes, that the offices for which they are 
intended are connected. 


He 
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Tic obferves, that the figure of the red globules of 


the blood in different ani:nals, is a g°od deal va- 
ricd. He afferts, that thofe of the human fyitem 
are round and flat, refembling the flices of a cu- 
cumber ; that their edges are formed of a folid 


‘matter; and that the middle {pace 1s occupied by 


—abladder. 


1 


He rejects the opinion, thatthe red globuics are 


formed either by the action of the blood- veftels, 


or by any kind of fermentation. 


He alledzes, that the folid sarticles fou in tne 
thymus and lymphatic glands mult enter the 


blood; as there is no otlicr out!ct for them, and 
as they are found in the lymphatic veffels. But, 
as they difappear in the blood; as it is unreafon- 
able to fuppofe they are annihuiated there; and, 
as in many refpects they refemble the folid part 


o! red globules, he concludes they to the. 


formation of thefe. Upon tying a lymphatic veifcl, 


he afferts,that a collection of red globules will be 


found near the ligature; and that they are parti- 
cularly found in great abundance in thofe lympha- 
tics coming from the fpleen. Hence, fays he, if 
it can be concluded, that the liver iecretes bile 5 
that the kidneys fecrete urine: > or, that the tefticles 


fecrete femen; becaule thefe fluids are found in. 


their 
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their excretory ducts, there ts the fame reafon for 
imagining that the fpleen fecrets red globules, fince 
red globules are found in its only excretory ducts, 
the lymphatic veflels. 

From all this, he fuppofes that the thymus and 
lymphatic glands concur in the formation of the 
folid part of the red globules; and that the fpleen 


adds the veficle to thefe folid parts. He concludes — 


then, that the formation of red globules is the pro- 
vince of the lymphatic fyitem; that the thymus, 


lymphatic glands, and fpleen, are all appendages 
of this fyflem; and that, when thefe are either 


obliterated, as is the cafe with the thymus in a- 


dults; difeafed, as happens, with the lymphatic 


glands in fcrophula ; or wanting, as when the 
{plecn is cut out, the lymphatic veffels are able to 


fupply the functions of any one of them, or of the - 


Whoie. 

A quantity of the flowers of zinc, carefully 
prepared by Dr Black, has been placed in the 
hands of Mr Douglas a druggift in Edinburgh, 
that fuch practitioners as chufed to try them, might 
eafily obtain them of a good guality. They have 
been tried in one epileptic cafe, without any good 
effect. In another they produced confiderable 
relief, 
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But the moit remarkable inftance of benefit 
obtained from them in this country, which we 
have he card is, ma cafe at prefent under the care 
“Phis patient 
had. been, for many years, allied with an obfi- 
nate wale) induced a dcerce of ftu- 


pidity ana idiotifin ; although, betore the attack 


ot Mr Bel! urseon in Edinburgh. 


of this difeaie, his menial lacu:tics were by no 

meansdeficient. Fromthe ule of the fowers of 

ZINC, his fits are now become much Iefs fre- a 
© quent, and lefs violent than before, and he has “J 

recovered the full exercife ef his f-nfes. Tle at : | 


| 
| 


prefent takes ten grains of the flowers of zinc three 
times a-day, without their producing any y fenhibie 
operat tion, or his feeling anv inconvenience. 


We are informed Dy Dr Gahn, that the vitrio- 
lic acid has of late been much, and fuccefsfully 
_ employed in fome places of Germany, in the cure 
ofthe itch. It was firft ufed for this purpofe in 
the Pruffian army, in the year 1756, by Dr Co- 
thenius, firft phyfician in Pruffia. ‘This praéticc 
was alterwards defcribed inatreatifeintitled, Differ- 
tutio de OleiVitrioli Ufu in quibufdain Scabiei fpecie- 
bus, written by Dr Helmich, and printed at Hale 
in 1762. Itwas alfo defcribed by Dr Baldinger, 
in his treatife on the difeafes of the army, which 
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is written in the German language. Dr Schroeder, 


profeflor of phyfic at Gottingen, informed Dr ~ 


Gahn, that he had frequently employed it in 
pr actice, and that he never failed to cure the itch 
by means of it, in fourteen day $ at fartheit. Dr 
Schroeder efteemed this cure moft proper in ple- 
thoric fubjeGis, and in thofe cafes in which the 


itch was combined with forenefs and inflammation 


oi the parts, but lefs proper in cacochymic or 


cachectic habits, where he thought too much a- 


cid vou » hurtful. It is alicdged to cure e- 


| gually well, both im the feabies ficca andh rumida. 


If it be given to nurfes, it is faid that it will cure 
both therm andthe chudren. The dofe in which 
itis given mult be regulated by the condition of 
the patient 5 the formula emploved may be vari- 
ed according to the fancy and tafte of the phyfi- 
cian. Dr Sehroedcr ufed the following prefcrip- 
ton: Re Ol. ports. dt. Ag. fort, 
dr. v. Poff adde Syrup. rub, 


Id. dr. ue ‘The dole of this mixture was 


from one to two dranis, twice or thrice a day, In 


gical of pure water. Dr Gakn has himfelf order- 
ed it in one calc, in which its ufe was attended 
with fuccefs, and he thinks that, if neceflary, the 
doie might be much encreafed without any in- 
convenience, 
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A numerous and refpectable fociety for the ade 
vancement of ufeful knowledge in general, but 
efpccially fuch branches of it as are immediately 
connected with the intereft of the Britith colonies, 
has lately been inftituted in America. In the firft 
volume of their tranfactions, which is the only 
one yet publifhed, is contained a lift of the 
members of this focicty, and of the officers for 
the year 1771. Dr Franklin was then prefident ; 
Dr Smith, Mr Rittenhoufe, Mr Ewing, and Mr 
Jones were fecretaries ; and Dr Ruth, Dr Kuhn, 
and Dr Shippen, were curators. - 

At the laft annual election of the Royal Socie- 


ty, in London, Sir John Pringle, phy fician t to her 
Majetty, was chofen Prefident. 


The college of phyficians, at this place, have lates 
ly loft three of their honorary fellows, Baron Van 
Swicten, Mr Senac, and Dr Mounfey. At their 
quarterly meeting on the third of November 1772, 
they unanimouily agreed, that diplomas for hono- 
rary tcllowihips thouid be prefented to Baron Hal- 
ler of ENG, and Sir Charles Linnecus otf 
Sweden. 


new edition of the pharmacopoeia Edinbur~ 
genfis has becn long in agitation; but the pu- 


ication was unavoidably rctarded by the death of 
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fome members of the committee to whom the re- 
vifal of it was intrufted. The prefident, for 
_ the time being, with Dr Culien and Dr Black, ~ 
have fince been the committee for that purpofe. 
A tranfcript of the pharmacopoeia, prepared by 
them, has now circulated through the fellows of 
the college. It is again put into the hands of the 
committee, together with the remarks made up- 
‘on it by the different members, and probably 
will foon be ready for the prefs. 


‘A new arrangement of birds, fuppofed to be 
the work of Mr Pennant, i is at prefent in the 


prefs at Edinburgh. 
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A Lift of new Books. 


> 


HE philofophical tranfactions, giving fome 
| account of the prefent undertakings, itu- 
dies, and labours of the ingenious, in many confi- 
derable parts of the world. Vol. LXI. for the 


year 1771, 4to, London. 


Dictionaire mineralogique et hydrologique de 
la France, 4 vols, 8vo, Paris. 


Hiftoire naturelle des vegetaux, confideres re- 
lativement aux differens ufages qui’ on en peut 
tirer pour la medicine et I’ economie domeftique, 
10 vols, 12mo, Paris. 

Traite de rachitis, ou l’art de redreffer les en- 
fans contrefaits, par M..Vacher de la Faitrie, 
M.D. 8vo, Paris. 

Elixir Americain, ou le faiut des dames par ras 


port aleur maladies particuliers, par M. de Coure 
celle, 12m0, Paris. 


Pharmacopoeia Danica, regia auctoritate, a col« 
legio meslico Hafaienfi conferipta. Copenhagen. 
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-Fundamenta entomologiae, or an introduction 


to the knowledge of infedts. Being a tranflation 


of the fundamenta entomologiac of Linnaeus, 
farther illuftrated with copper: plates and additions, 
by W. Curtis, apothecary, 8vo, London. 

La medicine pratique rendue plus fimple, plus 
fure, et plus methodique, par M. le Camus, Doc- 
teur en medicine de la faculté de Paris, 2 vols, 
12mo, Paris. | 

Differtation fur la fievre miliare, par M. Plan- 
chon, 8vo, Tournai. 

Index foflilium, quae collegit, ct inclaffes ac or- 
dines d'fpofuit, I. Eng. 8vo, Prague. 


Nervorum cervicalium anatome, a J. Bang, 
Copenhagen. 


| Ficments of the practice of phyfic, by. John 


Grecory, M.D. profeflor of the practice of phy- 
fic in the univertity of Edinburgh, gvo, Edin- 
burgh. 
Cafes in furgery, particularly of cancers and difor- 
degs of the head from external violence, with ob- 
‘fervations. "To which is added an account of the 


} 


Sibbeus, by James Hill furgecn in Dumtries, 8vo, 
‘Edinburgh. 
Flements of therapeutics, or firit principles of 
the practice of pbhyfic, by Andrew Duncan,_ 
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M.D. fellow of the royal college of phyficians E- 


dinburgh, fecond edition, 2 vols, 8vo, Edinburgh. 


~The principles, clements, or primary particles 


of bodies inquired into, by as Gibfon, M. D. 
Syo, London. 


Directions and obfervations rciative to food, 


exercife, and fleep, 8vo, London. 


A treatife on the management of pregnant and 
lying-in women, together with fome new directi- 
ons concerning the delivery of the child and pla- 
centa,in natural births, by Charles White, F. R.S. 
and furgeon to the Mancheite: infirmary, 8vo, 
London. 


Code de medicine militaire, pour le fervice de 


terre ; en trois parties. Lar. de la fante de gens _ 
de guerre ; la 2. des hofpitaux militaires ; et la 
3.des maladies des gens de guerre. Par M. Co- © 


lombier, Docteur Regent de la faculté de medi- 


cine en univerfité de Paris, &c. 5 vols, 12mo, 


Paris. 


De la fobrieté et des fes avantages, ou. les vrai 
moyen de fe conferver dans une fanté perfaite 
jufqu’ a l’age le plus avancé. Traduction nouvelle 
de Leffius et de Cornaro, par M.de L. B. 12mo, 
Paris. 
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Defcriptio anatomica nervorum cardiacorum, 
feCtio prima, de nervo intercoftali, dextri impri- 


mis lateris. Auctore Ernefti Neubauer, M. D. 


Francfort. 


~ Domeftic medicine, or a treatife on the cure 


and prevention of difeafes, by regimen and fimple 


medicines, by William Buchan, M, D. fellow of 
the royal college of phyficians, Edinburgh, 8vo, 
London. 

Practical obfervations on the fimall-pox, apo- 
plexy, and droply, by 9. A.D. Tiffot, M.D. 
&c. 8vo, London. 


-Obfervations on the nature, caufe, and cure of 
fevers, by William Grant, M. D. 2d edition, 
2 vols, 8vo, London. 

Practical obfervations on the child-bed fever, al- 
fo onthe nature and treatment of uterine haemor- 
rhages, convultions, and fuch other acute difeafes 


‘as are moft fatal to women during the ftate of 


pregnancy, by John Leake, M.D. member of — 


the college of phyficians, London, and phyfician. 


to the Weftminfter-lying-in hofpital, 8vo, Lon- 
don. 
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Chirurgical obfervations and cafes, by William 
Bromfield, furgeon to her Majefty, and to St 
George’s hofpital, 2 vols, 8vo, London. 


Plain and eafy direGtions for the ufe of Har- 
rowgate-waters : : Adapted to the meaneft capa- 
city; and principally intended for the ufe of all 
who attend there, by William Alexander, M. D. 
8vo, Edinburgh. | 


Le@tures on the duties and of a 
phyfician, by John Gregory, M. D. F. R. S. 
phyfician to his Majefty, and profeflor of medicine 
in the univerfity of Edinburgh, 8vo, London, 
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Hulme ee the Puerperal Fever. 


De Haen, Ratio Medendi Continuata, p. 1. 


Ibid. p. 2. 
Meckel de Finibus Venarum. 


“Reflections on Fevers. 


Braunius de Calore. 


Cadet furla Bile. 
“De Normandie on Chalybeate Waters. 


Glofter on Opium in Tetanus. 


Rufh on the Effects of the Stramonium, 


Hart de Zinco. 
Haller Bibliotheca Medicinae. 
Medical Obfervations. 
Medical News. 

Lif of new Books. 
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